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BIBLE STUDY on John 9 v 1 – 41   
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

If you lost your sight, what would you miss?  

How many instances in the Bible can you think of where a blind person is healed or where the healing of the blind is referred to?

This is a long passage and my suggestion is that only verses 1 – 12 and 35 – 41 should be studied in detail.  The middle section can be read to fill in the story.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Of those people Jesus is recorded as having healed, blind men number the most.  The Gospels tell of four separate occasions where a blind man or blind men are healed but there are variations between them.  If you would like to look them up then Wikipedia (look up ‘Miracles of Jesus’, then ‘the Blind’) has a list and other details. 

· The healing of the blind had been predicted in the Old Testament as a Messianic activity.  Look up one or more of these references: Isaiah 29 v 18, 35 v 5, 42 v 7.

· What do verses 1 – 5 tell us about the relationship between sin and suffering?

· Discuss whether there is a purpose to suffering?  What difference does faith make?

· v 5  Jesus has already said that he is the Light of the World in chapter 8 v 12.  Why do you think it is repeated here?

· Explore why Jesus may have healed this man in the way that he did.

· Why do you think Jesus looked for the man later?

· How do verses 35 – 38 illustrate John’s purpose as he states it in chapter 20 v 31?

· How do you understand verse 39?  Do verses 40 & 41 help?  Do you think what is recorded in these last verses took place sometime later?

· From verse 41, what is it that makes a person blind, according to Jesus?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. What would you say to someone who said to you, “What have I done to deserve this?”

2. What can we learn through watching Jesus healing people in a variety of ways?  

3. Discuss what you would think of someone who turned up today saying that he or she was the Light of the World.  How helpful is this image in our contemporary society as a picture of Jesus?  

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Fourth Sunday in Lent  YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the fourth Sunday in Lent.  

Use either the 2nd song or the 3rd hymn, or both.

Lenten Call to Worship

‘When they were ready to perish you saved your disciples: we look to you to save and help us.’
(Traditional hymn and prayer of intercession) 

The first hymn and opening prayer mark Mothering Sunday:

Hymn  StF 102 ‘For the beauty of the earth’ by Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835 – 1917)

Opening Prayer 

Thank God for mothers, for parents, for grandparents, for all who engage in ‘mothering’. 

Then, pray for all those who find today difficult – for whatever reason. 

Hymn  StF 536  ‘He’s got the whole world’ African-American trad. Song, include ‘mothers & fathers’

Epistle set for today: Ephesians 5 v 8 – 14 

To think about

Think about what it means to live as ‘children of light.’

Gospel Reading set for today: John 9 v 1 – 41 (you may like to restrict your reading to vv 1 – 12)
Hymn Use the hymn provided in the ‘Extra’ section of the TWE website: ‘A man in John’s Gospel’
Reflection

John’s Gospel is very different from the Synoptics (Matthew, Mark & Luke). It is profoundly theological whilst using poetry, image and metaphor to convey a cosmic message. The number seven (the ‘perfect’ number in Judaism) frames the first part of the book with seven signs, seven ‘I am’ sayings, seven significant encounters with individuals. Our story today has all three!  Today’s rich passage has three other stand out features: firstly, Jesus makes it clear that physical illness is not caused by sin; secondly, in v 25 the healed man says “I was blind, but now I see!” (John Newton famously uses this line in ‘Amazing Grace’); thirdly, in the climax of the story, the man professes a newly found faith in Jesus, “Lord, I believe” (v 38).  Add to this the fact that this is the only gospel encounter that fills the whole of a chapter, and we have a very special story indeed. For today – the (young?) man stood up to the authorities and risked banishment from the synagogue whilst his parents were much more cautious. Reflect on the differences. Are you spurred to action of any sort as a result?

Hymn  StF 440 ‘Amazing grace – how sweet the sound’ by John Newton (1725 – 1807) 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Lent

Powerful God, whose Son Jesus opened the eyes of the blind and announced himself as the Light of the world: help us to live as children of light; that we may eschew darkness and live open, honest and holy lives, made possible through a relationship with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 81 ‘Now thank we all our God’ by M. Rinkart (1586 – 1649) transl. by C. Winkworth (1827 – 1878)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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EXTRA RESOURCE: HYMN based on John 9 v 1 – 41
Based on the format of H&P* 151 by Peter Smith (b 1938)
A man in John’s Gospel  (Heal us, heal us, today)
A man in John’s Gospel was blind from his birth – 

Healing, needed for him – 

No colour or beauty or sight of God’s earth.

Healing and wholeness.

Disciples of Jesus asked which person sinned – 

Healing, needed for them – 

Himself or his parents or one of his kin.

Healing and wholeness.

So, Jesus was quick to react and explain – 

Healing, needed to see – 

“Congenital blindness is not caused by sin”.

Healing and wholeness.

“What matters is helping this man as he’s grown” – 

Healing, needed for him – 

“Then in divine process, God’s glory is shown”.

Healing and wholeness.

The man soon was healed and the people rejoiced – 

Healing, needed for all – 

But Pharisees didn’t, complaints were soon voiced.

Healing and wholeness.

So, what of this man who was blind but now sees? – 

Healing, needed for faith – 

He put faith in Jesus and fell on his knees.

Healing and wholeness.

We each have our needs and our goals to achieve – 

Healing, needed for us – 

We too come to Jesus and we too believe. 
Healing and wholeness.
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