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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 13 v 24 – 30, 36 – 43    
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

How do you tell a weed from a flower?  Think of some examples of plants that might be either depending on the context.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Count how many parables there are in this chapter.  How many of them begin, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like....’

· The type of weed referred to here might be ‘darnel’ which looks very much like wheat when it is first growing and can only be properly distinguished later.  There is information about it plus pictures in Wikipedia.

· Out of interest, you might like to read verses 34 – 35 even though they are not part of the lectionary passage.  Think of all the possible reasons why Jesus used parables.

· v 36  Whose house might this be?  Look back to 11 v 1, 12 v 46, 13 v 1.

· If we only had this parable to understand the teaching of Jesus, what would we think?  What questions would we ask and what comments would we make?

· If a parable is ‘a placing beside’ (from the Greek word ‘parabole’), how classic do you think this particular parable is?
· Optional: What similarities and differences are there with the Parable of the Sower which is recorded just before this one?
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Have you heard of the ‘Parable of the Weeds’ before?  If not, why do you think this is?  Is it a parable that should have a higher profile in the church’s teaching, do you think?
2. How does this parable relate to: a. Someone labelled in the press as ‘evil’? 

b. Someone who has led a dissolute life but converts to Christianity in middle-age or

someone who responds to God for the first time right at the end of their life? 

c. Someone who has led a good life caring for others but has held atheistic views?

3. Explore the advantages and disadvantages of the parabolic form?  If, essentially, each parable is making just one point: what is the point being made here and what difference might it make to our lives?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

Call to Worship

‘Love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God’ 1 John 4 v 7b 
Hymn StF 103  ‘God is love, let heaven adore him’ by Timothy Rees (1874 – 1936)

Opening Prayer

Reflect on God’s love for the world, for others, for yourself, and respond in thanksgiving prayer.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 139 v 1 – 12, 23 – 24 

To think about
Read this psalm again and, instead of ‘thinking’, do some ‘feeling’.  How do the words about your own personal creation, relationship with God, and purpose in life, make you feel?

Hymn StF 728  ‘O God, you search me and you know me’ by Bernadette Farrell (b 1957)
Prayer of Confession

Pray your confession as you reflect on God’s love for you and on your own limited love in return.

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 13 v 24 – 30, 36 – 43 
Reflection

Chapter 13 of Matthew’s Gospel (the second block of teaching in Matthew’s structure of five) contains one parable after another – seven in all.  The first two are extended ones and both in two parts, Jesus gives an explanation as well as the story. At first sight, this second parable based on the local agriculture does not seem to contain much of relevance to us – it certainly is not as exciting as the Parable of the Sower!  However, there are three truths to be found if one looks carefully, I think. Firstly, good and evil are spread abroad in the world together – there will always be a mix all around us. Secondly, it is very difficult (on first glance) to tell which is which, or to separate the two, so we should be very wary of judging others. Thirdly, God will put everything right at the end of all things – until then, we must trust him. A fourth thought occurs to me – which is not in the text. Like the Parable of the Sower where one can ask, ‘Am I sometimes the hard path, the rocky ground, the earth where thorns choke’, perhaps we should look at ourselves and ask, ‘How well can I be separated from the weeds?’ These are hard questions and so, this is probably one of those occasions, when we need another biblical text for balance. Returning to the lectionary for 2 weeks ago and to a different metaphor, Jesus says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11 v 29)

Hymn StF 531 ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ by Joseph Medlictott Scriven (1819 – 1886)  
Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 123 ‘Come, you thankful people, come’ by Henry Alford (1810 – 1871) 

(Omit verse 3 if you are uncomfortable with it)
Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

EXTRA RESOURCE ON MATTHEW 13 v 24 – 30, 36 – 43 
Alternative/Additional Reflection for the Worship at Home Sheet 
The heading Jesus definitely seems to be in agricultural mode!  Last week the parable of the Sower, this week the weeds.  Hardly surprising since it represented the most important industry of the day.  Bear in mind that the fields would not be divided by fences, hedges or walls as we do today, but by boundary stones.  Thus, it would be very easy for a hostile neighbour – ‘the enemy’ – to enter the land and sow weeds around the newly planted crop.  Possibly this was to cause difficulty for the original farmer but one can’t help thinking that it would also generate a better price for ‘the enemy’s’ crop.  Also, there must have been some planning involved – and cost in obtaining the weed seeds. Note the immediate reaction of the servants – zap the enemy!  But also notice the wise rection of the farmer, borne of long experience.  Yes, the separation does occur but at the right time with a secure harvest for the intended crop and destruction for the unwanted weeds (although perhaps the ash from the burnt weeds would be a good fertiliser for next year’s crop!).

As we look at Jesus’ explanation of the parable, we must beware of looking at it too simplistically.  After all, in the past even Christians were very good at judging others (even other Christians from different branches of the church) and condemning them to hell.  Have we improved that much?  Think of how not too long ago the church treated mothers and babies who had been born out of wedlock. The world is (and always has been since we wrecked it by disobedience) a mixture of good and evil.  It’s been said that a weed is a plant growing in the wrong place (but who defines ‘wrong’).  Think of the difference between a crop growing in a chemically fertilised and weed-killed field – good for a big profit margin – and a wild-flower meadow with all the life that generates.

Which is more attractive?  Which has more value?  It depends on your point of view, but we would be very foolish not to add God into the equation.

The late Tony Hey (Central Norfolk Methodist Circuit 2023)


