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BIBLE STUDY on John 11 v 1 – 45 
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Share what you know about the New Testament characters of Mary, Martha, Lazarus and the disciple, Thomas.  And do you know which is the shortest verse in the Bible?

This is another long story in John’s Gospel and is probably best looked at in three sections:
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

v 1 – 16 

· v 1 – 3  Find Bethany on a Bible map.  Look up (or get someone to have looked up beforehand) the other Bible passages mentioning the brother and sisters: Luke 10 v 38 – 42, John 12 v 1 – 11.  [There is also the story in Luke 16 from v 19 which is strangely also about a character called Lazarus.]

· v 4 – 6  How do you react to these verses?  How was God’s glory going to be shown?

· How do verses 9 & 10 relate to verse 8?

· v 11 – 15  Discuss what might have been the emotional cost to Jesus of his delay.

· v 16  What does this verse say about Thomas?

v 17 – 37 

· v 17  People at the time believed that the soul hung around the body for 3 days, so by the time 4 days had elapsed, a person was really dead!

· v 19  If you are interested in Jewish mourning customs, Wikipedia has an article entitled ‘Bereavement in Judaism’ – look at sections 5 and 6.

· v 20 – 28  Note the five things that Martha says, or does, in these verses.  What do you think is going on for her in verses 21 & 22?

· v 28  Teachers and women did not usually go together in this society!  What does this say about a. Jesus and b. Mary?

· How do you think Mary was feeling by her statement in verse 32?

· The word used twice for weeping in verse 33 means an expression of loud grief.  The one used for Jesus’ weeping in verse 35 (incidentally this is the shortest verse!) is more akin to ‘shedding tears’ – a quieter form of sorrow.  What do you think was going on for Jesus here?

v 38 – 45 
· Note, and list, the sequence of events here.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. What does verse 6 say to you about a.  how Jesus decided timing and priorities?

b.  how should we deal with demands on us of various sorts?

2. Think about what you would say about the characters of Martha, Mary and Thomas if you only had this passage to look at.  What can we learn from each of them?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Fifth Sunday in Lent  YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the fifth Sunday in Lent.  

Call to Worship

‘In the greatness of your mercy loose us from our chains: forgive the sins of all your people.’
(Traditional hymn and prayer of intercession) 

Hymn  StF 318 ‘Christ, our King before creation’ by Ivor H. Jones (1934 – 2016)

(Can be sung to tunes set to Stf 503 ‘Love divine, all loves excelling’ or 410 or any other 87 87 D tune.)

Opening Prayer 

Reflect on the phrase ‘Christ, our King before creation’ and pray a prayer in response.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 130  

Hymn  StF 565 ‘Only be grace can we enter’ by Gerrit Gustafson OR 

StF 495 ‘Dear Lord and Father of mankind’ by John Greenleaf Whittier (1807 – 1892)

Old Testament Reading set for today: Ezekiel 37 v 1 – 14  
To think about
Think about what the valley of the dry bones meant for Israel, and what God was showing the prophet. Then think about what the story might mean for us in our society or, indeed, for you as an individual.

Gospel Reading set for today: John 11 v 1 – 45 
Hymn  StF 252 ‘Jesus the Lord said’ by Anon (Urdu) translated by Carl Monahan (1906 – 1957)

Reflection

Today we have the fourth significant encounter recorded in John’s gospel, between Jesus and certain individuals, that mark the central weeks of Lent. Like last week, this passage also contains an ‘I am saying’ as well as being one of the seven ‘signs’ in the first part of the gospel. But these two sentences very much understate the case! For this is the last (and most startling?) sign and the final climactic saying (‘I am the Resurrection and the Life’). It is also, actually, a record of three encounters – Martha, Mary and then Lazarus – and, of course, there is the conversation with Thomas beforehand. Take time to think about each of the four characters just mentioned and then choose one of them to take into the day with you. Think about the situation in the story of that person and about their response to Jesus. What is your response to Jesus today?

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the Fifth Sunday in Lent

Relational God, who delayed a response to his friends after their call for help, in order that you might be glorified: may we truly know you as the Resurrection and the Life, and say confidently with Martha “Yes, Lord, I believe” as we see your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 345 ‘And can it be’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)
Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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EXTRA RESOURCE: MEDITATION based on John 11 v 25 – 27
The Resurrection and the Life    (For two voices)

A

I am

B

I am

A

I am the Resurrection

B

I am the Life

A

I am the Resurrection and the Life

Pause

A

Those who believe

B

Those who believe in me

A

Those who believe in me, even though 
B

even though they die,
A

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live

B

And everyone
A

And everyone who lives

B

And everyone who lives and believes

A

believes in me

B

will never die.

A&B

And everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.

Pause

A

Do you believe?

A&B

Do you believe this?
Pause before moving.
Jacqui A Horton © 2026


