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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 21 v 1 – 11   
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Have a brainstorm of anything you can think of to do with donkeys.  

[Maybe do this in pairs and see which pair comes up with the longest list!]
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look back at chapter 20 v 17 – 19 to see what was on Jesus’ mind.  Does anything particularly strike you about what he says?

· Look up a Bible map to find Bethphage – only mentioned here in the Bible.  However, the Jewish Talmud confirms that it was near Jerusalem.  The name means ‘house of figs’.  You may like to think of other NT place names that begin ‘Beth....’ It would be an interesting exercise (perhaps for later) to find out what these places ‘house’...

· Compare verses 2 – 7 with Mark 11 v 1 – 4, Luke 19 v 30 – 34 and John 12 v 12 – 15.  Which of the four accounts mention one donkey, which mention two donkeys and which tell us specifically that Jesus rode on a colt?

· v 5  The quote is from Zechariah 9 v 9 and was a well-known messianic text.

· v 8  Spreading cloaks underneath a person’s feet was a traditional act of paying homage to a King.  You may like to look up an example in 2 Kings 9 v 12 – 13.

· v 9  ‘Hosanna’ means ‘Save!’ which, through use, had become an expression of praise.  The second quotation here is from Psalm 118 v 6.  And what do you think is meant by ‘Hosanna in the highest’?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Think some more about donkeys.  They were an important symbol of wealth and an important person’s mount before riding horses became feasible and popular.  For three examples of wealth being evidenced in donkeys, see Judges 10 v 3 – 4, Judges 12 v 13 – 14 and 2 Samuel 16 v 1 – 2.  List the differences between a donkey and a horse.  What made Jesus choose a donkey on this occasion do you think and what can we learn from this?
2. Look again at the question posed in verse 10.  List all the possible answers people in the crowd might have given.  Then think of the answers you would give in our day and age.  [If your group know each other well, you might want to go round the group with each person answering the question for themselves – this might well lead into prayer]

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Sixth Sunday in Lent  YEAR A
For use in connection with the readings for the sixth Sunday in Lent k/a ‘Palm Sunday’.  

Call to Worship

‘Make yourself known as our saviour and mighty deliverer: save and help us that we may praise you.
(Traditional hymn and prayer of intercession) 

Hymn  StF 262 ‘All glory, laud and honour’ by St Theodulph (d 821) transl by John Neale (1818 – 1866)
Opening Prayer (Rev Rosemary Wakelin 2023, edited)

Gracious God, we remember how Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, the city was stirred, the ordinary people celebrated, palm branches were cut and cloaks laid on the ground. Help us to be open to welcome you and to share what you need from us as your people. We ask your forgiveness, for when we don’t recognise you coming in the ordinary things, and for the times when we are not ready or willing to do what you ask of us. Thank you that you still love us and help us to start again, Amen.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 118 v 1 – 2, 19 – 29

Hymn  StF 262 ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ by Carl Tuttle (b 1953) 

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 21 v 1 – 11
To think about

Read the Gospel passage through again slowly and try to imagine that you are there in the crowd. Take in all the sights and sounds and note what you are thinking and feeling. Follow Jesus all the way to the entrance to the Temple. N.B. If you have access to the monologue ‘It was the best day of my life’, from the TWE website, you may like to use this for a childlike impression of the events.

Reflection

The triumphal entry into Jerusalem is recounted in all four gospels, but each in a different way. As usual, each writer brings their own emphases to bear on their account. Matthew (the Jew writing for Jews) wants the reader to recognise the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies (N.B. ch 21 v 5 is an amalgam of Isaiah 62 v 11a & Zechariah 9 v 9). He is the only writer to say that there are two donkeys – because he is keen to link with the OT verse. Interestingly, this gospel also emphasises ‘a very large crowd’ and the whole city being ‘in turmoil’; the people were recognising Jesus as the anointed Messiah with the kingly credentials ‘Son of David’ being assigned to him. If you have entered into the event, as suggested above, (and if you haven’t) what is your key takeaway from the experience?

Hymn  StF 264 ‘Make way, make way’ by Graham Kendrick (b 1950)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the Sixth Sunday in Lent (Palm Sunday)

Son of David and King of Kings, who was celebrated by the crowd on Palm Sunday and crucified with their consent only five days later: may we worship you in your humility, and strength; that we may know your power through our own weakness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 265 ‘Ride on, ride on in majesty!’ by Henry Hart Milman (1791 – 1868)
Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

* Jacqui A Horton 2026

EXTRA RESOURCE: Monologue for Palm Sunday

Read, or performed, in a light childlike voice if possible.
It was the best day in my whole life!

The sun was shining, the sky was blue, the birds were singing...

And I was walking into Jerusalem with my dad.

He said to me that this was a very special day

And I thought it was, as I held his hand and skipped along beside him.

Other people were going into the city too

And soon there was a whole crowd of us enjoying the walk.
After a while, daddy said, “There he is!”

I looked and saw a man getting on a baby donkey.
I didn’t know whether daddy mean the man or the donkey
I felt sorry for the donkey, but daddy said it didn’t mind.

He said the man’s name was ‘Jesus’.

People started getting very excited

And they clapped and sang.

They broke branches off the trees and waved them.

They took their cloaks off and put them on the ground for the donkey to walk on.

They kept shouting Hosanna!

I asked daddy, ‘What does Hosanna mean?’

‘It means, sweetheart, that people think that Jesus is the Messiah’.

‘What is the Messiah, daddy?’

‘He is the King we have all been waiting for for hundreds of years.’

Hundreds of years!  I didn’t know people were that old!
And the man didn’t look like a king..
Daddy was explaining again:

‘Anna, if Jesus is the Messiah, then this is a unique day in history

And you will remember it for the rest of your life.’

I found my own branch from a palm tree and waved it.

I shouted ‘Hosanna!’.

I tried to put my cloak down, but daddy wouldn’t let me.

I tried to get as near as I could to the donkey

And I know Jesus saw me!

I know he smiled at me!

I was very happy.

The journey into Jerusalem went very quickly and suddenly we were there.

Jesus and lots of people went into the Temple.

Daddy said that we had to go home.

He picked me up and put me on his shoulders and carried me all the way back home.

A few days later, daddy said to me that he had been wrong.

Jesus wasn’t the Messiah after all.

‘Why not, daddy?’

‘Because, sweetheart, the Romans said he was a bad man and they put him to death.’

I was very very sad and when I went to bed that night I cried and cried.

In the morning, I said to daddy, ‘I don’t think Jesus was a bad man.’

He said, ‘I don’t either, Anna.’

‘And I think he was the Messiah!’.

‘If he was the Messiah, God will have to do something very amazing to show us that he was.

But, maybe he will.  Let’s wait and see.’

‘Yes’, I said.  ‘Let’s wait and see.’
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EXTRA RESOURCE: HYMN for Palm Sunday and Holy Week
They cried ‘Hosanna!’  (Tune: Bunessan StF 136 ‘Morning has broken’)
They cried ‘Hosanna!’





waving their branches;





wanting their Jesus







hailed as a King.







What were they hoping?






What were their motives?






What fired their actions?




 

What made them sing?






They called for murder,





raising their voices;







wanting this upstart







nailed to a cross.







What were they thinking?






What were they doing?






What made them opt for






suffering and loss.







They searched the garden,

seeking his body;

wanting the dead kept

safe in the tomb.

What were they scared of?

What made them frightened?

Why did they want to

cast their own gloom?

We too are pilgrims,

on our own journey;

wanting to seek out

God’s right from wrong.

Teach us to follow

Jesus our Saviour;

we want to serve Him

our whole lives long. 
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