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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 16 v  21 – 28 
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Have a brainstorm of comforting verses in the Bible.  Which is your favourite?  Then do the same for difficult verses (in terms of implementation rather than understanding) that are the opposite of comforting?  Which is the most difficult?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· This is very much a continuation of the previous passage, so read them together.  The whole text is Matthew 16 v 13 – 28.

· ‘From that time on’, indicates a new phase in Jesus’ ministry.  How do you think verse 21 relates to Peter’s declaration in verse 16 and Jesus’ warning in verse 20?

· v 22 What do you think was going on for Peter here?

· Why do you think Jesus follows his affirmation of Peter in v 17 – 18 with this denunciation?  What does Jesus really think of Peter?

· v 23 The word ‘Satan’ has been borrowed from Hebrew and literally means ‘ accuser’. You may like to look up the first reference to Satan in the Bible – in Job 1 v 6.

· v 24 – 25 This is not the first mention of the cross in Matthew – see chapter 10 v 38 – 39.

· Summarise verses 24 – 27 in just a sentence or two.
· v 28 What do you think this means?  Consult a commentary or the internet.
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Think about how hard it must have been for the disciples, to go from the high of having it confirmed who Jesus really was to the extreme low of learning about his coming death.  Think of examples in your own experience of going from a high to a low.  What do such experiences say to you about life in general?
2. Peter went from ultimate acceptance and affirmation to rebuke and apparent rejection.  What was the essential difference between Peter being a ‘rock’ and a ‘stumbling block’?  Compare verses 17 and 23.  What can we learn from this?
3. How can we put verses 24 and 25 into practice today?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Call to Worship

‘Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!’   Philippians 4 v 4 (NIV)
Hymn StF 76  ‘Give me joy in my heart’ by Anonymous, adapted by A Servison and others

Opening Prayer

Take time to worship God, to know God’s presence in your home, to praise and thank God, and to ask for the Spirit’s help this coming week in becoming the person that God made you to be.

Old Testament Reading set for today: Exodus 3 v 1 – 15 

To think about

Read this story again and note how many things strike you on a second reading.

Hymn StF 473 ‘Moses, I know you’re the man’ by Estelle White (1925 – 2011)        

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 16 v 21 – 28 
Reflection

I can never think of last week’s gospel reading (Jesus asking his disciples who they think he is) on its own – but always in conjunction with this week’s passage which follows on in Matthew 16. Although Matthew does not say that the two conversations happened on the same occasion, nevertheless, the fact that they follow each other in the text means that they are inevitably linked. In the first part, Peter declares: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God” and Jesus rewards this by telling Peter that he is the Rock on which he will build his Church. In the second part (our reading today), Peter is strongly rebuked, in fact Jesus calls him Satan. What has happened?  How can this be?  How can one person attract such opposite reactions from Jesus?  It is quite simple, of course. Peter thinks he knows who Jesus is, and what this means. He has got the first bit right but not the second. Like all the followers of Jesus, Peter believes that the Messiah’s mission is to save the nation, to rescue them from the Romans, to restore Israel to its former glory. He is naturally horrified when Jesus speaks of suffering, torture, being killed.  The first verse of this week’s passage begins ‘From that time on…’ and this begins the second half of Matthew’s Gospel which is dominated first by predictions of suffering and death and then by the passion narrative itself. It is extremely difficult for the disciples to cope with. They only make sense of it after the resurrection, the ascension, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

We, in our day and age, know all this to start with. We know who Jesus was, and is, we know the sort of Messiah that God sent his Son to be. We also know that following Jesus is not all sweetness and light but involves ups and downs, joy and sorrow, happiness and suffering, life through death. 

What difference does all this make to our life today?

Hymn StF 518 ‘Father, hear the prayer we offer’ by Love Maria Willis (1824 – 1908) 
Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 638 ‘Through all the changing scenes of life’ by Tate (1652 - 1715) & Brady (1659 – 1726)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

EXTRA RESOURCE: Monologue ‘Rock or Stumbling Block?’ (based on Matthew 16 v 13 – 28)

He called me a Rock.

Me a Rock?

He said that I was a Rock on which Jesus would build his church.

I only said what everyone else was thinking…

He called me a Rock.

He called me a Stumbling Block.

Me a Stumbling Block?

He said that I was a Stumbling Block who spoke the words of Satan.

I only said what everyone else was thinking…

He called me a Stumbling Block.

He called me a Rock.

He called me a Stumbling Block.

How can one person be a Rock and a Stumbling Block at the same time?

How can I be a Rock on which Jesus will build his church AND a Stumbling Block speaking the words of Satan?

Which am I? (puzzled and worried)

A Rock or a Stumbling Block?
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