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BIBLE STUDY on John 14 v 1 – 14      
(For group use or adapted for individual use)

Icebreaker  (to warm up)

What does your name say about you as a person?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Check out where this passage comes in its context – look back at chapter 13.

· How do the two parts of verse 1 relate to each other?

· The Greek word translated ‘rooms’ literally means ‘dwelling places’.  Can you think of a better word than either of these?

· Describe Thomas as you experience him here.

· v 6  This is the sixth ‘I am’ saying in John’s Gospel.  If you have not studied any of the others in recent weeks, find out what the others are, and where they come.

· v 7  What is the connection between Father and Son as described here?

· v 8  what does this say about Philip?

· v 10 – 11 Have a go at summarising what Jesus is saying here.

· And how on earth will the disciples do greater things than Jesus did?  (Think Holy Spirit and think early church...)

· Praying ‘in Jesus’ name’ does not mean just using his name as a magic formula – but what does it mean?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Discuss how Jesus being the Way, being the Truth, and being the Life, are connected.  How relevant are each of these to our society?

2. This passage (or part of it) is commonly used at funerals.  Which parts are comforting and which are challenging?  Split into small groups or pairs and devise 2 or 3 points of a short reflection for a funeral.

3. If you had to explain the differences between Christianity and other religions using verse 6 of this passage, how would you do it?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Fifth Sunday of Easter YEAR A
For use in connection with the readings for the fifth Sunday after Easter Day.  

Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!
Hymn  StF 335  ‘Rejoice the Lord is King’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)
Opening Prayer
Use the first lines of the above hymn, and the chorus, as a meditative prayer.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 31 v 1 – 5, 15 – 16   

Hymn  StF 628  ‘Faithful One, so unchanging’ by Brian Doerkson (b 1965) 

Gospel Reading set for today: John 14 v 1 – 14 
To think about

Read the Gospel again and pick out one thing that is interesting, one thing that is difficult, and one thing that is exciting. Imagine sharing your thoughts with someone else (if you are on your own).

Reflection

Today’s Gospel reading is the first section of what is commonly known as ‘The Farewell Discourse’. Jesus and his disciples have finished the Passover meal and Judas has left the company to go and betray Jesus. You may like to be reminded of what has happened immediately before by reading chapter 13. Of course, this is John’s distinctive version which is different from the synoptic gospels. If you don’t read the whole chapter, read 13 v 36 – 38 because the imposed chapter division hides the fact that Simon Peter has already asked where Jesus is going. Peter follows this by asking why he cannot follow Jesus immediately! In today’s reading, from chapter 14, Jesus assures his friends that he will come back for them and that, in any case, they do know the place where he is going.  Thomas now weighs in, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” This sets up one of the greatest statements of Jesus and the sixth ‘I am’ saying: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” This is powerful stuff!  Jesus follows this amazing revelation with “No one comes to the Father except through me.” Is this just for the disciples or is it for everyone? How do we resolve the problems that this can create when relating to other world religions? For now, for this worship, perhaps we should return to verse 1: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.”  How are we going to respond to this today?

Hymn  StF 346  ‘Christ is the world’s light’ by Fred Pratt Green (1903 – 2000) OR 

StF 252 ‘Jesus the Lord said’ by Anonymous (Urdu) transl. by Carl Monahan (1906 – 1957)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world… for the church… for our community… for family & friends… for ourselves…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the fifth Sunday of Easter (Year A)
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus is the way to all that is true and life-giving: may we follow you all the days of our life so that, in so doing, our hearts may not be troubled, our way will be your way, and we will have the constant assurance of our home in heaven. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 563  ‘O Jesus I have promised’ by John Ernest Bode (1816 – 1874) 

Final Words

Alleluia! Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Alleluia!
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EXTRA RESOURCE ON JOHN 14 v 1 – 14  

EXERCISE for groups or individuals
As well as the statement from Jesus, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” choose two others from the list of ‘I am’ statements below.  Then, take time with each of the three, think about what they meant to people at the time and what they mean to us now. Then, write a response from yourself/the group (or pairs within the group) directly to Jesus.

“I am the Bread of Life”  (John 6 v 35)

“I am the Light of the World”  (John 8 v 12 and 9 v 5)

“I am the Gate for the sheep”  (John 10 v 7)

“I am the Good Shepherd”  (John 10 v 11)

“I am the Resurrection and the Life”  (John 11 v 25) 

“I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life”  (John 14 v 6)

“I am the True Vine”  (John 15 v 1)

EXTRA RESOURCE: HYMN based on John 14 v 6
(tune is ‘St Peter’ set to StF 322 ‘How sweet the name of Jesus sounds’)
Jesus, the way to God for us
Jesus, the Way to God for us –

the Way, the Truth, the Life.

The one who’s there when all’s unclear
to aid us in our strife.

Jesus, the Truth of God for us –

the Truth, the Life, the Way.

The one who shows the Father’s truth
and helps us to obey.

Jesus, the Life of God for us –

the Life, the Way, the Truth.

The one who gives the Spirit’s power –

our living shows the proof.

We follow Jesus: Saviour, friend –

with open hearts obey.

We live for him and follow Truth –

for Christ, our Life, our Way!
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