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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 18 v 15 – 20
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Has anyone ever had to mediate in a dispute?  What are the skills needed in a mediator?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Chapter 18 is the fourth block of teaching in Matthew’s Gospel.  Have a look at the whole chapter and see what else it contains.

· v 15  A ‘brother’ here means a fellow-believer.  These were instructions for use within the Christian community. 

· v 17 There are only two references in the Gospels to the ‘church’ – here and in chapter 16 v 18.  Of course, this means the local congregation rather than a building.  See what you can find out about the origins of the word ‘church’ and how a church would have been meeting at the time Matthew was writing.

· Who would have been meant by a ‘pagan’?  What is Jesus essentially saying by referring to ‘a pagan or a tax collector’ (incidentally, this was a traditional Jewish expression)?  Who would be the equivalent people today?

· verse 18 is a repeat of chapter 16 v 19.  Commentators suggest that this is saying that the disciples will announce such loosing and binding, rather than determining it.  They will be implementing God’s will and God’s purposes in the church.

· Are verses 19 and 20 inextricably bound up with what has gone before?  Or can they be taken out of context as often happens?

· And finally (if you have time) – how much does this passage relate to the story that went before i.e. chapter 18 v 10 – 14?  Does one give a counterbalance to the other?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. What principles are established in verses 15 – 17?   What safeguards are there?  How can we apply these principles and safeguards today?  Or, is our situation too different to make a proper comparison?  And are we too soft in today’s Christian churches?  
2. Set Luke 5 v 29 – 31 alongside this passage.  How did Jesus generally view pagans and tax-collectors?  Does a wider context affect our understanding of the current text?  How much of it belongs to Jesus and how much to Matthew, do you think?
3. How would you interpret verses 19 – 20 for your situation(s)?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel for the twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

This is the first Sunday in Creation Time which runs from 1st September to 4th October. 

Today’s ‘Call to Worship’, and the first Hymn, reflect this season of the year.

Call to Worship

For in (Jesus) all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. Colossians 1 v 16 
Hymn StF 28  ‘Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it’ by David John Mansell (b 1936)

Opening Prayer

Take a moment to think of all the good things – and then the not-so-good – that have happened this calendar year so far and turn them into a prayer of thanksgiving and confession. 

Old Testament set for today: Exodus 12 v 1 – 14 

To think about
If you can set aside the questions that naturally arise concerning what this passage says about God getting rid of first-born people and animals, think about what was asked of the Israelite people.  Look particularly at verse 11 – what message do you think this gave the Israelites?

Hymn StF 476  ‘One more step along the world I go’ by Sydney Carter (1792 – 1866)

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 18 v 15 – 20
Reflection  (Rev Anne Richardson, September 2020 during the covid pandemic)
For many, if not all of us, the start of September usually means getting back to the normal routine along with new starts for some. After the August break, schools, colleges, universities, church meetings, regular groups – they all start again – and for the young ones, it’s time to meet new teachers and maybe start new schools. Reading through the lectionary readings set for today, there is a sense of urgency. The Israelites dressed, ready for the exodus from Egypt, eating their lamb and unleavened bread; the need to (gently?) confront your brother who sins against you; and a clear call to be ready, that we normally associate with the beginning of Advent: “The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now that when we first believed... let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light.” (Romans 13:11b-12).  Alongside Covid-19, there is another pandemic of apathy and complacency that always threatens to infect the Church. We are the body of Christ, called from darkness into his marvellous light. We have the same power in us as raised Christ from the dead. Where is our sense of urgency within our faith? What is God calling you to do? As churches, what is our mission for today? Methodists are a people raised up to spread ‘Scriptural Holiness’ throughout the land, so let’s embrace our heritage and go forward together, in Jesus’s name. Amen.

Hymn StF 415 ‘The Church of Christ, in every age’ by Fred Pratt Green (1903 – 2000) 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 682 ‘God of grace and God of glory’ by Henry Emerson Fosdick (1878 – 1969) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

EXTRA RESOURCE for Creationtide
Creationtide (or Creation time) runs from 1st September to the Feast of St Francis of Assisi on 4th October. Here are a hymn and a prayer that may be suitable for using during this time.  In addition, the writer has produced some short daily reflections for the (nearly) 5 weeks of this season: ‘A Reflective Journey for Creationtide’ can be downloaded from https://emmanueleastbourne.org.uk/eco-church/creationtide-2026 OR those interested can sign up for daily emails at https://emmanueleastbourne.org.uk/creationtide. 


Creationtide Hymn  (Tune: Te Laudant Omnia set to no. 331 in ‘Hymns and Psalms’*)

Come together, praise our God

who, creating, thought all good.

Mammals, insects, fish and birds

came to life as flocks and herds,

packs and shoals and schools and swarms – 

all at risk as our earth warms.

Come together, praise our God

who, creating, thought all good.

Beauty’s found in every place:

mountains, oceans, outer space;

flowers and hedgerows, plants and trees,

can we care for such as these?

Come together, praise our God
who, creating, made all good.

Land for planting, plots and fields,
crops and produce giving yields,
food for bodies and for thought – 
can we live well as we ought?

Come together, praise our God
who, creating, made all good.

Wind and sunshine, falling rain,

Clouds with rainbows in their train.

Climate change makes things unfair –

will we work to show we care?

Come together, praise our God

who, creating, thought all good.

Work together, save the world,

bring new hope with plans unfurled;

Shared commitment now is key,

who will do it? Lord may we.   
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*Another suitable tune is Dix, the tune for ‘As with gladness men of old’ (StF 224, H&P 121)

Creationtide Prayer
Powerful, yet loving, God – creative, yet dependable; sustaining, yet flexible; 
above and beyond, yet incarnational – you have given yourself to your world through creation
and you have given yourself to humankind in the person of Jesus Christ.
We cannot thank and praise you enough but, neither can we say sorry enough, 
for spoiling both creation and incarnation – through our indifference and greed, 
through our pollution and wastefulness, through our carelessness and our pride.
We ask for your Holy Spirit to work in us, to work in our communities, 
and to work on the world stage, so that all may not be lost,
and so creation may be saved and redeemed once again.  Amen.  
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Creationtide Prayer  (For two voices)
Powerful, yet loving, God – creative, yet dependable; sustaining, yet flexible; 
above and beyond, yet incarnational – you have given yourself to your world through creation
and you have given yourself to humankind in the person of Jesus Christ.
We cannot thank and praise you enough but, neither can we say sorry enough, 
for spoiling both creation and incarnation – through our indifference and greed, 
through our pollution and wastefulness, through our carelessness and our pride.
We ask for your Holy Spirit to work in us, to work in our communities, 
and to work on the world stage, so that all may not be lost,
and so creation may be saved and redeemed once again.  Amen.  
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