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BIBLE STUDY on John 14 v 15 – 21      
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Go round the group 3 times with each person contributing a different word to describe a. the Father b. the Son and c. the Holy Spirit.  Are the 3 sets of words similar or are there distinct differences?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· v 15  Reflect on what Jesus has asked his disciples to obey – in this passage and in other passages you can think of.

· This section of John’s Gospel contains important material about the Holy Spirit.  As well as these verses: look up 14 v 26, 15 v 26 and 16 v 7 – 15.  

· ‘Another counsellor’ – who is the first one?

· ‘Another counsellor’ – this word in Greek is ‘parakletos’ and means a legal advocate, someone who helps a person with their defence in court.  Compare translations and decide what word (either one used in a translation or a completely different word) seems to best describe what Jesus is saying about the Holy Spirit here.  As always, there is helpful information on the internet.  You may like to look at studylight.org. in relation to parakletos.

· How do you understand verse 17?  Does 1 Corinthians 2 v 14 help at all?
· v 18  Can you think of at least 3 ways in which Jesus was to come to his disciples?

· Summarise verses 19 – 21 in contemporary language.

· v 21  This takes us back to the beginning of the passage – only this time love and obedience are talked about the other way round.  

· Sum up what you think this whole passage has been about.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. With reference to verse 15, do love and obedience always go together?

2. All three persons of the Trinity are linked with Truth: look up chapter 4 v 23 – 24 in relation to God the Father, 14 v 6 in relation to the Son and this current passage in relation to the Holy Spirit.  How important is the concept of Truth in our society?  How helpful, or unhelpful, are these passages in any attempt to bring God into our culture? 

3. List what we learn about the Holy Spirit in the passages mentioned in bullet point no. 2 above.  How does any – or all – of it help us in our everyday lives?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
© Jacqui A. Horton 2011
Sunday in the lectionary:  Sixth Sunday of Easter YEAR A
For use in connection with the readings for the sixth Sunday after Easter Day.  

Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!
Hymn  StF 148  ‘Come, let us with our Lord arise’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)
Opening Prayer
Risen Lord, open our minds and our hearts to worship you as we come near to the end of this Easter Season. May we truly praise you, truly thank you, truly feel sorrow for our shortcomings, truly love you in the way that you deserve as you have first loved us.

Epistle Reading set for today: Acts 17 v 22 – 31 

To think about

You may like to read the alternative Reflection (on the Acts 17 passage) from the ‘Extra’ section of the TWE website (if you have access to this) either as an alternative to the Reflection below on the Gospel or as an additional item of worship OR think about how Paul approaches his missionary speech to the Gentile/Greek residents of Athens.  

Hymn  StF 186  ‘Tell out, my soul’ by Timothy Dudley-Smith (b 1926)

Gospel Reading set for today: John 14 v 15 – 21 
Reflection

Today’s Gospel reading carries on from last week in Jesus’ Farewell Discourse as recorded by John. This part of the speech is partly about loving Jesus, keeping his commandments and being loved by Jesus and his Father in return (see verses 15, 21) and partly about the Holy Spirit who will ‘abide’ with the disciples and be their ‘Advocate’. In modern usage, the word Advocate, means a person who speaks up for someone else. The Greek word in John’s Gospel is parakletos which means ‘to be called alongside’. From the sense of verses 16 – 20, we understand that the Holy Spirit is to be sent by God to bring Jesus within his disciples forever and to be an advocate, guide, helper, constant presence. There are seven words hidden away in these middle verses that, when we discover them, they become dynamite: in verse 19, ‘because I live, you also will live’. The disciples don’t yet know that Jesus is to die very soon (the next day) but, because he will be resurrected to life, they will be also brought to life. Because Jesus will live for ever, they will live for ever. 

Oh – and, of course, that means us as well!  Because Jesus lives, we live – more Easter joy!

Hymn  StF 372  ‘Come down, O love divine’ by Bianco da Siena (d. 1434) transl. Littledale (d. 1890)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world… for the church… for our community… for family & friends… for ourselves…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the sixth Sunday of Easter (Year A)
Life-giving God, who as Father, Son and Spirit, live with us and in us as Christian disciples: may we be constantly aware of your presence, open to all the resources that the Spirit gives, so that we may live to the full here on earth, and for evermore in heaven. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 398  ‘There’s a spirit in the air’ by Brian Wren (b 1936)

Final Words

Alleluia! Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Alleluia!

* Jacqui A Horton 2026

EXTRA RESOURCE FOR 6th Sunday of Easter  (Year A)

Alternative Reflection for Easter 6 on Acts 17 v 22 – 31 
taken from a Worship at Home Sheet in Central Norfolk in May 2023

If it is not a special Sunday, then there is always a question-mark over which reading in the lectionary should be used for a talk or sermon.  I tend to pray and then to look at the readings and see which one jumps out at me. Today, it is the reading from Acts 17. I shall never forget this reading because, when I was much younger than I am now, I read it as a volunteer ‘on the spot’ in a church service when no set reader had been appointed. The translation had the word Areopagus more than once and I had no idea how to pronounce it. I was very pleased with myself that I was able to sight read the reading and change the sentences in advance so that I did not have to say the word at all! However, instead of me boasting about past satisfactions, this reading is always significant for a much more important reason. It is Paul’s demonstration of a very clever way of evangelistic preaching.  He begins where the people are (the altar of the unknown God), he affirms them (they are very religious), he continues by filling in the gap in their knowledge (the creator of the universe that they don’t yet know), he relates what he is saying to their own experience (quoting from their own poets) and he finishes it with a strong challenge (there will be a judgement) that is backed up by strong evidence (a man has been raised from the dead). Jesus is just mentioned at the very end and then not by name!  This sermon is a supreme example of proclaiming the gospel in the context of the people listening. It is spoken in their language, in the context of their world, and using their current thinking. The speaker takes the audience along with him as he slips in the crux of the matter at the end. As I say, it is very clever. Question: How do we ‘proclaim the gospel’ in our culture, our world, our context, so that people can actually hear it?
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