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BIBLE STUDY on John 17 v 1 – 11      
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Estimate how many prayers that Jesus prayed are recorded in the Bible.  How many can you think of?  A search on the internet gives different lists depending on what is counted. There are times that Jesus prayed which are referred to, as well as actual recorded prayers.   

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look at the context.  The last supper is described in chapter 13, Jesus’ words of comfort and promise in chapters 14 – 16 and then this long prayer (the longest recorded prayer of Jesus) is in chapter 17.  Look forward to 18 v 1 and see what happens at the end of it.

· v 1a does this sentence raise any questions for you?

· v 1b The word ‘Father’ is used 122 times in John’s Gospel.  Why do you think it was so important to John?  And what do you think Jesus means by this second half of the verse?  In relation to the time coming, look back at chapter 2 v 4.

· Split into two groups and get one group to summarise in ordinary language what Jesus is praying for himself in verses 1 – 5.  The other group should do the same thing for verses 6 – 11 where Jesus prays for his disciples.  Then share your results with each other.

· v 11b How do you react to the words ‘Holy’ and ‘Father’ being put together here?  And what do you think of this powerful prayer for his friends?  

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Count how many times the word ‘world’ occurs in the whole prayer i.e. vv 1 – 26. 

Do we think of the world in the same way as John/Jesus did?  What can we learn 

about ourselves in relation to the world from this prayer?

2. Discuss whether what Jesus says in v 11b applies to us as much to the first disciples. If it does, what difference should this prayer make to us?

3. If Jesus were in the world now, what would he pray for?

Optional Exercise:  Compose a prayer for yourselves (either in pairs or two groups or the whole group) in response to this passage.

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Seventh Sunday of Easter YEAR A 
For use in connection with the seventh Sunday of Easter and Ascensiontide.  

Call to Worship

Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds;
    rejoice before him—his name is the Lord.  Psalm 68 v 4

Hymn  StF 300  ‘Hail the day that sees him rise’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)
Opening Prayer
The words of Philippians 2 v 6 – 11 are used in the Methodist Worship Book as ‘A Song of Christ’s Glory’ for the latter part of the Easter Season which includes Ascensiontide. Use these Bible verses as your opening prayer today. Perhaps pray your own short prayer of response afterwards.

Ascension Reading set for today: Acts 1 v 6 – 14 

Hymn  StF 247 ‘I danced in the morning’ by Sydney Carter (1915 – 2004)

Gospel Reading set for today: John 17 v 1 – 11 
To think about

This is the longest recorded prayer of Jesus in the New Testament. Count how many times the word ‘world’ is used in the whole prayer (v 1 – 26). What does this say to us?  

Reflection  (Quentin Stephen, May 2023)

Are you just curious or are you seeking classified information?  Jesus’ behaviour is sometimes mysterious. The disciples are told to remain in Jerusalem until they receive the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts1:4). They ask Jesus a direct question; “Lord are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” The response is rather terse, “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set ….” Yet, every time we say the Lord’s prayer, we ask for God’s kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven. If only this was to happen now our world could be transformed from one in which war, hatred, oppression, suffering and inequality are predominant, to one in which we love God and our neighbour. The key to unlocking the dilemma we face is revealed in John 17. Jesus prays for himself, then his disciples, and then we are included in verse 20 onward. Jesus knows how hard it is to resist temptation, threats, violence and persecution. This is why the disciples, and we too, need to have the Holy Spirit empowering us as we live our daily life for God. If we are to succeed as disciples of Jesus, we cannot manage it alone or in our own strength, we must rely on God. When we do, we can rejoice just as the psalmist suggests in Psalm 68:3,4.

Hymn  StF 391  ‘O breath of life, come sweeping through us’ by Elizabeth Head (1850 – 1936)
Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world… for the church… for our community… for family & friends… for ourselves…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the seventh Sunday of Easter (Year A)
Almighty God, you exalted your son Jesus bestowing on him the name above every name. As we remain in the world, as the friends for whom Jesus prayed remained, give us, like them, the assurance of his constant help, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 319  ‘Christ triumphant, ever reigning’ by Michael Saward (1932 – 2015)

Final Words

Alleluia! Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Alleluia!
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EXTRA RESOURCE: HYMN referencing the Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost & 2nd Coming
Tune is ‘Llanfair’ set to StF 300 ‘Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!’

Jesus, who was dead, is raised, Alleluia!

God will evermore be praised, Alleluia!

no more talk of death and loss, Alleluia!

victory given on the cross: Alleluia!

Jesus who was raised is gone,  Alleluia!

into heaven – his Father’s throne, Alleluia!

no more sightings on this earth, Alleluia!
thirty-three years since his birth: Alleluia!

Jesus who was gone is come, Alleluia!

into hearts – his natural home, Alleluia!

Spirit fire at Pentecost, Alleluia!
Men and women seek the lost: Alleluia!

Jesus gives us too – release, Alleluia!

life renewed, with joy and peace, Alleluia!

no more tied to human sin, Alleluia!
says the Spirit – we’re forgiven: Alleluia!

Living Jesus comes again, Alleluia!

no more crying, death or pain, Alleluia!

life for us will then be given,  Alleluia!
evermore, with joy, in heaven: Alleluia!
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