[image: image1.png]1 think.
180 worship.
J extira.



BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 14 v 22 – 33
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Share experiences of being in boats – big ones and little ones... Have you ever been frightened in one?  Or fallen out of one?  

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· This is the third important piece of narrative in chapter 14.  Check out what the previous two were and what has happened immediately before this passage.

· v 23  Explore for yourselves the desire of Jesus to be alone.  Can you understand this in this context?

· The 4th watch of the night by Roman reckoning was between 3 and 6am (the Jews only had 3 watches).  Is the time relevant to the story do you think?

· Jewish superstition said that disaster followed seeing a ghost at night.  What other factors would have led to the disciples fear?  How afraid would you have been?!

· v 28  How much courage and trust does Peter demonstrate here?

· What might Jesus have been feeling in verses 28 – 31?

· Does v 32 remind you of anything?

· Look up Psalm 89 v 9.  How good an illustration of this story is this OT verse?

· Luke doesn’t have this story but compare the accounts in Mark 6 v 47 – 51 and John 6 v 16 – 21.  What is missing in the other two?  Why might this be?  What does the account in Matthew give to the Christian community that the others don’t?

· You may like to read to the end of the chapter in Matthew to finish things off.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. What can we learn about work/life balance from the two stories about Jesus in Matthew chapter 14?  And the need for quiet prayer?
2. Think of other Bible stories where people are afraid.  Should the disciples have been frightened here?  After such a demonstration of the power of Jesus on the hillside?  How can our faith help us when we are afraid?
3. Construct a sermon outline for a preacher using Psalm 89 v 9, Matthew 14 v 25 – 31 and Hebrews 12 v 2.

Optional Exercise:  Compose an email from one of the disciples to a friend telling her about Peter’s adventure on this occasion.
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

Call to Worship

‘Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.’  Psalm 105 v 2 (set for today NRVSA)
Hymn StF 82  ‘O Lord, my God’ (How great thou art) by Stuart K. Hine (1899 – 1989)

Opening Prayer

Look at the subject matter of each verse of the hymn just sung and offer thanks and praise.

Epistle set for today: Romans 10 v 5 – 15  

To think about
The first part of this passage is quite difficult to understand*.  If you would rather not struggle with it (!) then just concentrate on verses 12 – 15, make sure you know what Paul is saying here and note the progression of his thinking.

*The ‘Extra’ resource on the TWE website attempts to make sense of verses 5 – 9.

Hymn StF 356  ‘Jesus shall take the highest honour’ by Christopher Alan Bowater (b 1947)
Prayer of Confession

Take a short time of silence to reflect on the past week and to bring to God anything for which you are sorry and which you regret. Then take a further short time to know God’s love and forgiveness. 

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 14 v 22 – 33
Reflection  (Elizabeth Wright, August 2020)

In St. Matthew’s Gospel, the murder of John the Baptist plays a significant part in the ‘Life of Christ’, for the report of John’s death acts as a trigger, setting in motion a train of events which lead to those two great miraculous expressions of our Lord’s essential being as He feeds 5000 men [plus women and children] with five loaves and two fish, then proceeds to defy the Laws of the natural world by walking on, and over, the water of the Lake as He journeys back home to the other side. Jesus is not ‘running scared’, trying to evade the deathly consequences of Herod’s devilish deeds. Rather He is seeking a place of quiet and solace where He can be free to grieve, to mourn, to reflect on the loss of a loved one and a fellow-worker in the Kingdom of Heaven. When, at Christ’s invitation, Peter steps out and begins to walk on the water, he is full of love and admiration for the Lord of Life. Then things go amiss: He becomes aware of the wind. Fear sets in: Faith falters. Yet, momentarily, Peter had also begun to defy the world’s natural order, and that brief experience will sustain him when Jesus is no longer physically present. Faith cannot be taught or learnt, for in essence faith is a matter of personal experience, and its effectiveness relies on us discovering for ourselves who Jesus is and what God in Christ is able to do. 

Hymn StF 250 ‘Jesus calls us o’er the tumult’ by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818 – 1895)
Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 238 ‘Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us’ by James Edmeston (1791 – 1867) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.


EXTRA RESOURCE for the nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
INFORMATION: There is an excellent monologue based on the Lectionary reading in the book ‘Pattern of our Days’ edited by the late Kathy Galloway (Wild Goose Publications).

The writer has performed it in worship on many occasions and it can be very powerful for both performer/reader and congregation. 

A short follow-up talk might focus on the stages the disciples and Peter went through on the boat: 

Staying in the boat – most of the disciples, they were not reprimanded by Jesus, it was ok.

Getting out of the boat – impulsive Peter, took a risk, brave (and foolhardy?  Or not??)

Walking on the water – Peter was literally riding the waves, doing well, feeling great (?)

Beginning to sink – Oh no!  Peter took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the waves and the wind, everything worrying/terrifying.

Being rescued by Jesus – Jesus was immediately there, reaching out, helping Peter, saving him from drowning. 

Notes on Romans 10 v 5 – 9
Moses writes this concerning the righteousness that comes from the law: ‘that the person who does these things will live by them.’  v 5

Paul is quoting Leviticus 18 v 5 where God instructs the Israelites to obey the Law.  However, Paul is implying that to earn your way into ‘righteousness’ (salvation) you must obey every law, all the time.  A tall order!

But the righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?”’ (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 ‘or “Who will descend into the abyss?”’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  v 6 – 7 

Paul is reinterpreting Deuteronomy 30 v 12 – 13.  In the original verses the Israelites are told that they don’t have to go up to heaven or across to the other side of the sea to access God’s word. Paul is saying to his recipients that they equally don’t have to go up to bring Christ down, or to go down to bring Christ up (this is a clever piece of writing). In other words, they don’t have to perform an impossible feat (or obey every law all the time presumably) in order to find salvation.

But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);  because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. v 8 – 9 

Again, Paul is quoting Deuteronomy 30, this time verse 14.  He is applying the Old Testament message that the ‘word’ – for Paul, this is faith in Jesus for salvation – is already with us. There is no need to strive, or search, or think it doesn’t apply to you, the message of Jesus is already in our hearts and can be proclaimed with our lips.

For reference

Leviticus 18 v 5: You shall keep my statutes and my ordinances; by doing so one shall live…
Deuteronomy 30 v 12 – 13: It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who 
will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’  

and 30 v 14: No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.
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