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BIBLE STUDY on Acts 2 v 1 – 21       
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Tell stories of what the wind can do: fruitful, funny, destructive, anything goes!

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· In the Jewish calendar, Pentecost is the 50th day after the Sabbath of Passover week, thus making it the first day of the week – our Sunday.  Look up Leviticus 23 v 15 – 16.  The feast was also 7 weeks after the first harvest – 7 days signify completion and 7 x 7 represents an overflowing excess of abundance!

· The festival is also called the Feast of Weeks (Deuteronomy 16 v 10), the Feast of Harvest (Exodus 23 v 16) and the Day of First Fruits (Numbers 28 v 26).  This is a bit confusing!

· v 1  Whom do you think is meant by the ‘all’ here?  Look back to 1 v 13 – 15.

· And where was ‘the one place’?   See Luke 25 v 53.

· Breath or wind were Old Testament symbols for God’s spirit.  See, for example, Ezekiel 37 verses 9 and 14.

· Fire was also a symbol of God’s presence, see Exodus 3 v 2.

· v 4 Think of arguments for it being the 12 who are referred to here and then argue for it being the 120 (Acts 1 v 15).

· v 5 – 11 You may like to consult a Bible map to find out where people came from.  It is interesting that the area covered is described as ‘every nation under heaven’!

· v 15 On a festival day like Pentecost, people would not eat or drink until after 10am so to be drunk at 9 would be extremely unlikely.

· You might like to look up Joel’s prophecy in its original context (Joel 2 v 28 – 32).  Whether you do, or not, pick out one or two phrases that particularly strike you and share your thoughts in the group.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. Is enough attention given to the Holy Spirit a. in the Christian church in general?  

b. in your own local situation?  

2. A lot of discussion and debate has been given over the centuries as to whether the ‘tongues’ spoken of here are the same as ‘speaking in tongues’.  The former were obviously real languages that people could understand and the latter is generally regarded as a spiritual language, but not one that we can recognise.  Does it matter?  Discuss whether speaking in tongues has a place in the church of today.

3. The quotation from Joel says that the spirit will be poured out on all people.  Does this mean that everyone has the spirit?  Do some people have it more than others?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Pentecost  YEAR A
For use in connection with the readings for Pentecost.  

Call to Worship

God declares: I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
Hymn  StF 152  ‘This is the day (that the Lord has made)’ by Anonymous
(including an extra verse ‘This is the day that the Spirit came’)
Opening Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Reading set for Pentecost: Acts 2 v 1 – 17     

To think about

Imagine that you were in the crowd on the morning described. What do you see, hear and, most importantly, think about what is going on?  If you have access to the TWE website, perhaps read, or use, the monologue ‘The Spirit’s rollercoaster’ from the Extra section of the website.

Gospel Reading set for today: John 20 v 19 – 23 
Hymn  StF 378  ‘Father of everlasting grace’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Reflection

The Gospel reading is the author John’s version of Pentecost. Only it is very different from the Acts account.  It is only the evening of resurrection Sunday, the disciples were meeting behind locked doors, Jesus appears to them for the first time since his death (in the morning, it had only been the women) and he gives them the Holy Spirit directly by ‘breathing on them’. He then gives the strange message about forgiving sins. The best way of understanding the forgiveness issue is that, as and when the disciples would bring people to have faith in Jesus, they could declare to them that their sins were forgiven as forgiveness of sins is part and parcel of a relationship with Jesus. Equally, if someone rejected the good news about Jesus, then the disciples could tell them that they were declining full forgiveness. We ourselves, every time we say sorry to God, receive the full assurance of the forgiveness of all that is wrong in our lives and we know that we can start again. As to the coming of the Holy Spirit, what is more important than reconciling the accounts is to know that, as a result of both the Resurrection and Pentecost, we have the Spirit living in us. As we receive forgiveness, as we start again (again), so we open ourselves once more to the Spirit of Jesus and therefore continue to receive everything that the Holy Spirit brings and gives.
Hymn  StF 395  ‘Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me’ by Daniel Iverson (1890 – 1977)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our communities…  for our families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn  StF 397  ‘The Spirit lives to set us free’ by Damian Lundy (1944 – 1996)

Final Prayer and Blessing

God of power, may the boldness of your Spirit transform us, may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, and may the gifts of your Spirit equip us to serve and worship you now and always. Amen.*

And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with us, and all those we love and care for, now and for evermore. Amen.

* Used with permission. The Methodist Worship Book 1999 ©Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. The Methodist Church in Britain.

EXTRA RESOURCE: Monologue for Pentecost  (based on Acts 2 v 1 – 21)
I have to tell you…

that the 7 weeks after Jesus died were such a rollercoaster!

On that first Friday – we were, of course, absolutely devastated…

us women, and the men, (if a man is reading/performing then ‘us men, and the women’)
we were crushed…  what was the point in living…? – we thought.

Then – on the Sunday – we were bemused, bewildered, hardly daring to believe.

Eventually, we all saw him, listened to him, we knew that Jesus was alive!

There was the time by the lake, the appearance on the mountain, the occasion when he appeared to 500 – yes 500 – all at once. 

Then the final appearance, near Bethany, when all of us 

were there, and he blessed us… pause  …for the last time…

We knew he had gone, why we saw him go, 

and we heard the message of the angels

that we had to wait in Jerusalem.

Of course, we didn’t really know what we were waiting for

but we were full of expectation and hope.

And we didn’t have to wait long.

A few days later, early in the morning,

we were all together in the room where we always met

when – suddenly – there was a tremendous sound –

it was the sound of an almighty wind, blowing through the place…
we all looked round and at each other and each of us was on fire!

And we were on fire, we could no longer sit still, 

we jumped up… and ran outside…
and we were talking about what God had done at the tops of our voices.

And what was really amazing was that the crowd – the festival crowd 

from so many different countries –

they heard us speaking in their own languages.

There was such a hubbub!

I have never heard anything like it, before or since.

People were laughing, crying, calling to their friends, 

some people started saying we were drunk.

That is when Peter stood up, 

he stood on the nearest thing he could find to give him height to speak to the crowd,

“Friends!  Friends, we are not drunk, 

we are not drunk, it is too early in the morning for drink!

No, what you are witnessing is the arrival of the Spirit –

the Spirit that Joel told us about when he wrote

that God’s spirit would be poured out on all nations,

that the spirit of God would be poured out on everyone – 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord!

And Peter began to talk about Jesus and about the amazing things

we have seen and heard and experienced in the last 3 years.

As I listened, with everyone else, I got caught up in the general excitement.

It was as though I was hearing it all for the first time!

I wanted to follow Jesus; I wanted more of the spirit; I wanted to change the world!

I thought then, and I think now, 

that this movement of the Spirit might actually reach

the ends of the earth!
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EXTRA RESOURCE: HYMN referencing the Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost & 2nd Coming
Tune is ‘Llanfair’ set to StF 300 ‘Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!’
Jesus who was dead is raised, Alleluia!

God will evermore be praised, Alleluia!

No more talk of death and loss, Alleluia!

Victory given on the cross: Alleluia!

Jesus who was raised is gone  Alleluia!

into heaven – his Father’s throne, Alleluia!

No more sightings on this earth, Alleluia!
thirty-three years since his birth: Alleluia!
Jesus who was gone is come, Alleluia!

into hearts – his natural home, Alleluia!

Spirit fire at Pentecost, Alleluia!
Eleven sent to seek the lost: Alleluia!
Jesus gives us too – release, Alleluia!

Life renewed, with joy and peace, Alleluia!

No more tied to human sin, Alleluia!
Says the Spirit – we’re forgiven: Alleluia!
Living Jesus comes again, Alleluia!

No more crying, death or pain, Alleluia!

Life for us will then be given  Alleluia!
evermore, with joy, in heaven: Alleluia!
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EXTRA RESOURCE: HYMN for Wesley Day (May 24th)/Aldersgate Sunday
Tune is ‘Bunessan’ set to StF 136 ‘Morning has broken’
John and Charles Wesley,

brothers together,

searching for service

to please their God.

Straining and striving,

preaching and teaching,

method and order,

all for the good.

John and Charles Wesley,

brothers together,

wanting much more than

doing what’s right.

Seeking assurance, 

God’s affirmation;

needing advice on

finding the light.

John and Charles Wesley,

brothers together,

caught by the Spirit

out of thin air.

Hearts strangely warmed with 

personal salvation;

souls set on fire – 

answers to prayer.

John and Charles Wesley

brothers together,

knowing God loves them

without one plea.

Renewal coming,

changing church history; 
telling their story

of hearts set free.
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