EXTRA RESOURCE FOR 6th Sunday of Easter  (Year A)



Alternative Reflection for Easter 6 on Acts 17 v 22 – 31 
taken from a Worship at Home Sheet in Central Norfolk in May 2023

If it is not a special Sunday, then there is always a question-mark over which reading in the lectionary should be used for a talk or sermon.  I tend to pray and then to look at the readings and see which one jumps out at me. Today, it is the reading from Acts 17. I shall never forget this reading because, when I was much younger than I am now, I read it as a volunteer ‘on the spot’ in a church service when no set reader had been appointed. The translation had the word Areopagus more than once and I had no idea how to pronounce it. I was very pleased with myself that I was able to sight read the reading and change the sentences in advance so that I did not have to say the word at all! However, instead of me boasting about past satisfactions, this reading is always significant for a much more important reason. It is Paul’s demonstration of a very clever way of evangelistic preaching.  He begins where the people are (the altar of the unknown God), he affirms them (they are very religious), he continues by filling in the gap in their knowledge (the creator of the universe that they don’t yet know), he relates what he is saying to their own experience (quoting from their own poets) and he finishes it with a strong challenge (there will be a judgement) that is backed up by strong evidence (a man has been raised from the dead). Jesus is just mentioned at the very end and then not by name!  This sermon is a supreme example of proclaiming the gospel in the context of the people listening. It is spoken in their language, in the context of their world, and using their current thinking. The speaker takes the audience along with him as he slips in the crux of the matter at the end. As I say, it is very clever. Question: How do we ‘proclaim the gospel’ in our culture, our world, our context, so that people can actually hear it?
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