[bookmark: _Hlk213850063][bookmark: _Hlk218404814]EXTRA RESOURCE ON MATTHEW 13 v 1 – 9, 18 – 23 


Exploring the four qualities of the Sower’s ‘ground’


THE PATH

The surface is hard, the seed has nowhere to go. Birds can easily eat them up.

Chant: Hard surface, go away!  Hard surface, go away! x 2

Jesus’ explanation: 

“When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart.”

Application today? 

People cannot hear or understand or take in the good news of the gospel because their minds are closed?  because of past hurt or pain?  because there is so much going on in their lives?  because it is presented to them in a way that doesn’t cut any ice or make sense in their culture?


ROCKY GROUND

There is some soil amongst the rocks and pebbles but it is thin and shallow and, although the seed sprouts quickly, the lack of deep roots result in wilting and withering (we know this from our own gardens when the deep rooted and established plants survive much better in heat waves).

Chant: Stones and pebbles, stones and pebbles x 2 

Jesus’ explanation: 

“This is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.”

Application today? 

The initial excitement of a God encounter or a response to an invitation at a service does not automatically translate into Christian faith. The first response has to be nurtured so that the person discovers the depth of a relationship with Jesus. As we know, being a Christian is not always easy and so the rooted relationship needs to be able to cope with ‘trials and temptations’ and grow through them.







THORNY GROUND

This soil has the beginnings of weeds and thorns already present (like the parable of the weeds verses 24 – 30??). The thorns are strong and can easily take up the space and choke the good seed that the Sower has planted.

Chant: Thistly and prickly, we will choke you x 2 

Jesus’ explanation: 

“This is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lures of wealth choke the word and it yields nothing.”

Application today? 

What cares and lures swallow up young Christian faith in our society? Worry and anxiety?  Wealth and/or pride?  Ambition and the need for achievement?


GOOD GROUND

The good soil is deep and nourishing, it enables the seed to develop and grow until maturity. Then the seed will itself produce seeds which are ready to be sown and will produce and multiply in their turn…

Chant: Come and be sown, come and be grown x 2

Jesus’ explanation: “This is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in other sixty, and in another thirty.”

Application today? 

What makes for good soil in Christians today?  A Clean environment with opportunities for nourishment and depth?  How can we cultivate these conditions in our own lives? 
But, do we need also to spot them in other people?  If only 25% of people are going to respond to the gospel in a deep and lasting way, do we need to concentrate on finding these and not worry about the others?  [The writer is not giving this as her opinion but saying that this is a question that arises from the story]. Or, is this parable not meant to be taken so literally??  Perhaps Jesus is simply describing what is in fact the case – that as the gospel is offered and shared, there are the four responses he mentions. It is a matter for joy that, when the seed falls on good ground, the results are thirty-fold, sixty-fold, one hundred-fold.  N.B. It is also interesting to note that, like the parable of the talents, ‘success’ can come in different amounts!
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