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Alternative/Additional Reflection for the Worship at Home Sheet 

The heading Jesus definitely seems to be in agricultural mode!  Last week the parable of the Sower, this week the weeds.  Hardly surprising since it represented the most important industry of the day.  Bear in mind that the fields would not be divided by fences, hedges or walls as we do today, but by boundary stones.  Thus, it would be very easy for a hostile neighbour – ‘the enemy’ – to enter the land and sow weeds around the newly planted crop.  Possibly this was to cause difficulty for the original farmer but one can’t help thinking that it would also generate a better price for ‘the enemy’s’ crop.  Also, there must have been some planning involved – and cost in obtaining the weed seeds. Note the immediate reaction of the servants – zap the enemy!  But also notice the wise rection of the farmer, borne of long experience.  Yes, the separation does occur but at the right time with a secure harvest for the intended crop and destruction for the unwanted weeds (although perhaps the ash from the burnt weeds would be a good fertiliser for next year’s crop!).
As we look at Jesus’ explanation of the parable, we must beware of looking at it too simplistically.  After all, in the past even Christians were very good at judging others (even other Christians from different branches of the church) and condemning them to hell.  Have we improved that much?  Think of how not too long ago the church treated mothers and babies who had been born out of wedlock. The world is (and always has been since we wrecked it by disobedience) a mixture of good and evil.  It’s been said that a weed is a plant growing in the wrong place (but who defines ‘wrong’).  Think of the difference between a crop growing in a chemically fertilised and weed-killed field – good for a big profit margin – and a wild-flower meadow with all the life that generates.
Which is more attractive?  Which has more value?  It depends on your point of view, but we would be very foolish not to add God into the equation.

The late Tony Hey (Central Norfolk Methodist Circuit 2023)
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