 EXTRA RESOURCE: Monologue for Pentecost  (based on Acts 2 v 1 – 21)

I have to tell you…
that the 7 weeks after Jesus died were such a rollercoaster!
On that first Friday – we were, of course, absolutely devastated…
us women, and the men, (if a man is reading/performing then ‘us men, and the women’)
we were crushed…  what was the point in living…? – we thought.
Then – on the Sunday – we were bemused, bewildered, hardly daring to believe.
Eventually, we all saw him, listened to him, we knew that Jesus was alive!
There was the time by the lake, the appearance on the mountain, the occasion when he appeared to 500 – yes 500 – all at once. 
Then the final appearance, near Bethany, when all of us 
were there, and he blessed us… pause  …for the last time…
We knew he had gone, why we saw him go, 
and we heard the message of the angels
that we had to wait in Jerusalem.
Of course, we didn’t really know what we were waiting for
but we were full of expectation and hope.
And we didn’t have to wait long.
A few days later, early in the morning,
we were all together in the room where we always met
when – suddenly – there was a tremendous sound –
it was the sound of an almighty wind, blowing through the place…[image: Colorful text on a black background
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we all looked round and at each other and each of us was on fire!
And we were on fire, we could no longer sit still, 
we jumped up… and ran outside…
and we were talking about what God had done at the tops of our voices.
And what was really amazing was that the crowd – the festival crowd 
from so many different countries –
they heard us speaking in their own languages.
There was such a hubbub!
I have never heard anything like it, before or since.
People were laughing, crying, calling to their friends, 
some people started saying we were drunk.
That is when Peter stood up, 
he stood on the nearest thing he could find to give him height to speak to the crowd,
“Friends!  Friends, we are not drunk, 
we are not drunk, it is too early in the morning for drink!
No, what you are witnessing is the arrival of the Spirit –
the Spirit that Joel told us about when he wrote
that God’s spirit would be poured out on all nations,
that the spirit of God would be poured out on everyone – 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord!
And Peter began to talk about Jesus and about the amazing things
we have seen and heard and experienced in the last 3 years.
As I listened, with everyone else, I got caught up in the general excitement.
It was as though I was hearing it all for the first time!
I wanted to follow Jesus; I wanted more of the spirit; I wanted to change the world!
I thought then, and I think now, 
that this movement of the Spirit might actually reach
[image: Colorful text on a black background
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EXTRA RESOURCE: HYMN referencing the Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost & 2nd Coming

Tune is ‘Llanfair’ set to StF 300 ‘Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!’


Jesus who was dead is raised, Alleluia!
God will evermore be praised, Alleluia!
No more talk of death and loss, Alleluia!
Victory given on the cross: Alleluia!

Jesus who was raised is gone  Alleluia!
into heaven – his Father’s throne, Alleluia!
No more sightings on this earth, Alleluia!
thirty-three years since his birth: Alleluia!
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into hearts – his natural home, Alleluia!
Spirit fire at Pentecost, Alleluia!
Eleven sent to seek the lost: Alleluia!

Jesus gives us too – release, Alleluia!
Life renewed, with joy and peace, Alleluia!
No more tied to human sin, Alleluia!
Says the Spirit – we’re forgiven: Alleluia!

Living Jesus comes again, Alleluia!
No more crying, death or pain, Alleluia!
Life for us will then be given  Alleluia!
evermore, with joy, in heaven: Alleluia!
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EXTRA RESOURCE: HYMN for Wesley Day (May 24th)/Aldersgate Sunday

Tune is ‘Bunessan’ set to StF 136 ‘Morning has broken’


John and Charles Wesley,
brothers together,
searching for service
to please their God.
Straining and striving,
preaching and teaching,
method and order,
all for the good.

John and Charles Wesley,
brothers together,
wanting much more than
doing what’s right.
Seeking assurance, 
God’s affirmation;
needing advice on
finding the light.

John and Charles Wesley,
brothers together,
caught by the Spirit
out of thin air.
Hearts strangely warmed with 
personal salvation;
souls set on fire – 
answers to prayer.

John and Charles Wesley
brothers together,
knowing God loves them
without one plea.
Renewal coming,
changing church history; 
telling their story
of hearts set free.
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