EXTRA RESOURCE ON MATTHEW CHAPTER 13 

Reflections on a Chapter of Parables:

v 1 – 9, 18 – 23 		Parable of the Sower (or ‘Soils’)

Main point	The seed of the Gospel only sometimes falls on ‘good ground’.  

Questions	Is the good soil where mission efforts should be concentrated? 
Is there any hope for the not so good ground?

v 24 – 30, 36 – 43 		Parable of the Wheat and Weeds

Main point			The world is a mix of good and bad, good soil and not so good, 
believers and non-believers, all sorts grow together. The sorting 
and separation will not take place until the end of time.

Question			Are things so clear cut?  Are we ourselves a mixture?

v 31 – 32 			Parable of the Mustard Seed

Main point	The Kingdom may seem very small (said Jesus) in 1st century 
Palestine (especially compared to the centuries’ old religions of Judaism and Paganism) but it is destined for tremendous (and unexpected?) growth. ‘Jesus’ answer is that it is like a mustard seed, as tiny as the end of a pin. But when it grows, it becomes the largest of garden plants – a sizable bush around 4 metres tall. Compared with the microscopic seed from which it sprang, that is phenomenal growth.’ Michael Green in ‘The Message of Matthew’ (BST series)

Question	Where is the insignificant (that has potential for growth) in our own lives?

v 33				Parable of the Yeast

Main point			If the parable of the Mustard Seed is to do with Growth, then the 
 		Parable of the Yeast is to do with Spread.
‘Yeast is hidden but it will permeate the whole loaf. So with the kingdom. Obscure and hidden, it will pervade society and permeate the whole world.’ Michael Green in ‘The Message of Matthew’ (BST series)

Question	This domestic image – familiar to the hearers of Jesus – can be 
pictured by us too (although it might be a man or a boy today!). How far does it describe what has happened to the Kingdom two millennia later?  Is there still a spread that needs to happen?

v 44 – 46 			Parables of the Treasure in the Field and the Finest Pearl

Main point			These two small stories make the same basic point – that the 
 		Kingdom is so valuable and precious that it is worth any sacrifice 
 		to gain it.  In fact, gaining the Kingdom demands everything.
			
Question			Some people stumble on the Kingdom by accident, some have a 
 				long and patient search before they find it. However, we have 
 				come across God’s Kingdom, have we been (are we) prepared to 
 				give everything to enter it?


Reflections on a Chapter of Parables continued:

v 47 – 50 			Parable of the Fish

Main point			This story is similar to that of the Wheat and the Weeds. There is 
 		no instant salvation, the Christian path of discipleship takes 
 			perseverance – and time. God will do the sorting (and judging?) at 
 		the end, no-one knows when that will be.
			
Question			Just as it is difficult to judge our own discipleship, so it is difficult to judge 
 				other people’s. How much of a warning is there in these parables against 
 				being judgemental – in both society and the church?
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