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BIBLE STUDY on Acts 2 v 1 – 21       
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Tell stories of what the wind can do: fruitful, funny, destructive, anything goes!

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· In the Jewish calendar, Pentecost is the 50th day after the Sabbath of Passover week, thus making it the first day of the week – our Sunday.  Look up Leviticus 23 v 15 – 16.  The feast was also 7 weeks after the first harvest – 7 days signify completion and 7 x 7 represents an overflowing excess of abundance!

· The festival is also called the Feast of Weeks (Deuteronomy 16 v 10), the Feast of Harvest (Exodus 23 v 16) and the Day of First Fruits (Numbers 28 v 26).  This is a bit confusing!

· v 1  Whom do you think is meant by the ‘all’ here?  Look back to 1 v 13 – 15.

· And where was ‘the one place’?   See Luke 25 v 53.

· Breath or wind were Old Testament symbols for God’s spirit.  See, for example, Ezekiel 37 verses 9 and 14.

· Fire was also a symbol of God’s presence, see Exodus 3 v 2.

· v 4 Think of arguments for it being the 12 who are referred to here and then argue for it being the 120 (Acts 1 v 15).

· v 5 – 11 You may like to consult a Bible map to find out where people came from.  It is interesting that the area covered is described as ‘every nation under heaven’!

· v 15 On a festival day like Pentecost, people would not eat or drink until after 10am so to be drunk at 9 would be extremely unlikely.

· You might like to look up Joel’s prophecy in its original context (Joel 2 v 28 – 32).  Whether you do, or not, pick out one or two phrases that particularly strike you and share your thoughts in the group.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. Is enough attention given to the Holy Spirit a. in the Christian church in general?  

b. in your own local situation?  

2. A lot of discussion and debate has been given over the centuries as to whether the ‘tongues’ spoken of here are the same as ‘speaking in tongues’.  The former were obviously real languages that people could understand and the latter is generally regarded as a spiritual language, but not one that we can recognise.  Does it matter?  Discuss whether speaking in tongues has a place in the church of today.

3. The quotation from Joel says that the spirit will be poured out on all people.  Does this mean that everyone has the spirit?  Do some people have it more than others?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.
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