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BIBLE STUDY on John 10 v 1 – 10      
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

EITHER
See how many of Jesus’ ‘I am’ sayings you can think of.  There are several



websites with lists that can be consulted.

OR

Think of all the Bible passages you can that mention shepherds or sheep.


Again, there is a lot of help online.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Spend some time looking at the OT background of shepherd and sheep imagery.  The person who looked after God’s people had the responsibility of a shepherd.  Sometimes this is God himself as in Psalm 80 v 1 – 1.  Sometimes it was Israel’s leaders who, more often than not, were found wanting as in Isaiah 56 v 11.  But God promises the Messiah who will be the true Shepherd as in Ezekiel 34 v 23.

· This background, and verses 1 – 6 gear us up for hearing about the Good Shepherd.  But this image does not appear until verse 11 and, in this particular passage, we suddenly have to think of Jesus as a gate!  Find out what you can about 1st century sheep pens and their gates (or any century!).

· In verse 2 the emphasis is on the shepherd who goes through the gate.  Verse 3 seems to suggest that there were several flocks being housed in one fold with a watchman looking after them.  Do you think the sheep really all had names?

· v 4  How is this picture different from our contemporary experience of shepherds?

· v 7 & 9  ‘I am the gate’ is the 3rd of the I am sayings in John’s Gospel.  Compare translations – which do you prefer?

· v 9  What are the sheep gaining from entering the sheepfold through the gate?  What is Jesus implying that people will gain if they are ‘saved’ through him?

· Compare verse 10 with chapter 1 v 4.  Are these saying the same thing?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   

1. Does the comparison of people (ourselves!) with sheep still work?  Is there any contemporary equivalent that Jesus might use if with us today?  What is the most helpful, and the most unhelpful, thing about the sheep/shepherd imagery?
2. With reference to verse 9, do you know how to enter the gate?  What is your understanding of being saved?  Would this be a good verse to use with a non-Christian friend?

3. Of what does ‘fullness of life’ consist, do you think?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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