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BIBLE STUDY on John 14 v 1 – 14      
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

What does your name say about you as a person?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Check out where this passage comes in its context – look back at chapter 13.

· How do the two parts of verse 1 relate to each other?

· The Greek word translated ‘rooms’ literally means ‘dwelling places’.  Can you think of a better word than either of these?

· Describe Thomas as you experience him here.

· v 6  This is the sixth ‘I am’ saying in John’s Gospel.  If you have not studied any of the others in recent weeks, find out what the others are, and where they come.

· v 7  What is the connection between Father and Son as described here?

· v 8  what does this say about Philip?

· v 10 – 11 Have a go at summarising what Jesus is saying here.

· And how on earth will the disciples do greater things than Jesus did?  (Think Holy Spirit and think early church...)

· Praying ‘in Jesus’ name’ does not mean just using his name as a magic formula – but what does it mean?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Discuss how Jesus being the Way, being the Truth, and being the Life, are connected.  How relevant are each of these to our society?

2. This passage (or part of it) is commonly used at funerals.  Which parts are comforting and which are challenging?  Split into small groups or pairs and devise 2 or 3 points of a short reflection for a funeral.

3. If you had to explain the differences between Christianity and other religions using verse 6 of this passage, how would you do it?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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