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BIBLE STUDY on John 14 v 15 – 21      
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Go round the group 3 times with each person contributing a different word to describe a. the Father b. the Son and c. the Holy Spirit.  Are the 3 sets of words similar or are there distinct differences?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· v 15  Reflect on what Jesus has asked his disciples to obey – in this passage and in other passages you can think of.

· This section of John’s Gospel contains important material about the Holy Spirit.  As well as these verses: look up 14 v 26, 15 v 26 and 16 v 7 – 15.  

· ‘Another counsellor’ – who is the first one?

· ‘Another counsellor’ – this word in Greek is ‘parakletos’ and means a legal advocate, someone who helps a person with their defence in court.  Compare translations and decide what word (either one used in a translation or a completely different word) seems to best describe what Jesus is saying about the Holy Spirit here.  As always, there is helpful information on the internet.  You may like to look at studylight.org. in relation to parakletos.

· How do you understand verse 17?  Does 1 Corinthians 2 v 14 help at all?
· v 18  Can you think of at least 3 ways in which Jesus was to come to his disciples?

· Summarise verses 19 – 21 in contemporary language.

· v 21  This takes us back to the beginning of the passage – only this time love and obedience are talked about the other way round.  

· Sum up what you think this whole passage has been about.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. With reference to verse 15, do love and obedience always go together?

2. All three persons of the Trinity are linked with Truth: look up chapter 4 v 23 – 24 in relation to God the Father, 14 v 6 in relation to the Son and this current passage in relation to the Holy Spirit.  How important is the concept of Truth in our society?  How helpful, or unhelpful, are these passages in any attempt to bring God into our culture? 

3. List what we learn about the Holy Spirit in the passages mentioned in bullet point no. 2 above.  How does any – or all – of it help us in our everyday lives?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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