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BIBLE STUDY on John 17 v 1 – 11      
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Estimate how many prayers that Jesus prayed are recorded in the Bible.  How many can you think of?  A search on the internet gives different lists depending on what is counted. There are times that Jesus prayed which are referred to, as well as actual recorded prayers.   

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look at the context.  The last supper is described in chapter 13, Jesus’ words of comfort and promise in chapters 14 – 16 and then this long prayer (the longest recorded prayer of Jesus) is in chapter 17.  Look forward to 18 v 1 and see what happens at the end of it.

· v 1a does this sentence raise any questions for you?

· v 1b The word ‘Father’ is used 122 times in John’s Gospel.  Why do you think it was so important to John?  And what do you think Jesus means by this second half of the verse?  In relation to the time coming, look back at chapter 2 v 4.

· Split into two groups and get one group to summarise in ordinary language what Jesus is praying for himself in verses 1 – 5.  The other group should do the same thing for verses 6 – 11 where Jesus prays for his disciples.  Then share your results with each other.

· v 11b How do you react to the words ‘Holy’ and ‘Father’ being put together here?  And what do you think of this powerful prayer for his friends?  

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Count how many times the word ‘world’ occurs in the whole prayer i.e. vv 1 – 26. 

Do we think of the world in the same way as John/Jesus did?  What can we learn 

about ourselves in relation to the world from this prayer?

2. Discuss whether what Jesus says in v 11b applies to us as much to the first disciples. If it does, what difference should this prayer make to us?

3. If Jesus were in the world now, what would he pray for?

Optional Exercise:  Compose a prayer for yourselves (either in pairs or two groups or the whole group) in response to this passage.

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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