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BIBLE STUDY on John 9 v 1 – 41   
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

If you lost your sight, what would you miss?  

How many instances in the Bible can you think of where a blind person is healed or where the healing of the blind is referred to?

This is a long passage and my suggestion is that only verses 1 – 12 and 35 – 41 should be studied in detail.  The middle section can be read to fill in the story.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Of those people Jesus is recorded as having healed, blind men number the most.  The Gospels tell of four separate occasions where a blind man or blind men are healed but there are variations between them.  If you would like to look them up then Wikipedia (look up ‘Miracles of Jesus’, then ‘the Blind’) has a list and other details. 

· The healing of the blind had been predicted in the Old Testament as a Messianic activity.  Look up one or more of these references: Isaiah 29 v 18, 35 v 5, 42 v 7.

· What do verses 1 – 5 tell us about the relationship between sin and suffering?

· Discuss whether there is a purpose to suffering?  What difference does faith make?

· v 5  Jesus has already said that he is the Light of the World in chapter 8 v 12.  Why do you think it is repeated here?

· Explore why Jesus may have healed this man in the way that he did.

· Why do you think Jesus looked for the man later?

· How do verses 35 – 38 illustrate John’s purpose as he states it in chapter 20 v 31?

· How do you understand verse 39?  Do verses 40 & 41 help?  Do you think what is recorded in these last verses took place sometime later?

· From verse 41, what is it that makes a person blind, according to Jesus?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. What would you say to someone who said to you, “What have I done to deserve this?”

2. What can we learn through watching Jesus healing people in a variety of ways?  

3. Discuss what you would think of someone who turned up today saying that he or she was the Light of the World.  How helpful is this image in our contemporary society as a picture of Jesus?  

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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