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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 13 v 1 – 9, 18 – 23   
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Think of as many of Jesus’ parables as you can.  Have a guess at how many there are altogether then consult the internet for possible answers.  Wikipedia is very helpful under ‘Parables of Jesus’.

N.B. There is a general consensus that there are no real parables in John and that, in Matthew, there are 23 or which 11 are unique to this gospel. The Parable of the Sower is common to all three Synoptic Gospels.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look back at chapter 11 v 46 – 50 to see what has happened directly before this passage.  And make sure you know which is the lake in question!

· The traditional way of teaching for a rabbi was to sit whilst those listening stood.  Discuss the implications of this with the large crowds listening to Jesus and try to visualise the scene described here.

· v 3a ‘Then he told them many things in parables’ – compare this with verses 34 & 35 and look up Psalm 78 v 2. In this chapter there are 7 parables, of which the Parable of the Sower is the longest and the first.*

· As you read through the story with its different types of soil, you may like to draw simple pictures to get the types and their results better fixed in your mind.

· v 5 The rocky ground was not ground made of rocks, but ground with shallow soil that had rock underneath.

· Read through Jesus’ explanation (verses 18 – 23) and then go on to the application questions...

*Optional exercise: If you have the time and inclination, go through and make a note of each parable and what its message is.  Do they have a common theme?  [Most of them are covered over the next 2 weeks in the Lectionary.]

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. The parables of Jesus formed a third of his teaching.  Look up the meaning of the word ‘parable’ and provide a definition for yourselves.  What, in your opinion, do parables actually do?   Look at Jesus says about his use of parable in verses 10 – 17.  If stories were so important to Jesus, should we use them much more today?  Think of ways in which we could develop the use of story and parable a. in church b. in the community.
2. Go through the different types of soil again and what happened to the seed.  You may like to draw simple pictures of each type – if you didn’t do this before.  Look again at Jesus’ explanation of the story and think of examples of people today who illustrate the soil types.  Does the story help us in our outreach and evangelism?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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