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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 13 v 24 – 30, 36 – 43    
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

How do you tell a weed from a flower?  Think of some examples of plants that might be either depending on the context.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Count how many parables there are in this chapter.  How many of them begin, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like....’

· The type of weed referred to here might be ‘darnel’ which looks very much like wheat when it is first growing and can only be properly distinguished later.  There is information about it plus pictures in Wikipedia.

· Out of interest, you might like to read verses 34 – 35 even though they are not part of the lectionary passage.  Think of all the possible reasons why Jesus used parables.

· v 36  Whose house might this be?  Look back to 11 v 1, 12 v 46, 13 v 1.

· If we only had this parable to understand the teaching of Jesus, what would we think?  What questions would we ask and what comments would we make?

· If a parable is ‘a placing beside’ (from the Greek word ‘parabole’), how classic do you think this particular parable is?
· Optional: What similarities and differences are there with the Parable of the Sower which is recorded just before this one?
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Have you heard of the ‘Parable of the Weeds’ before?  If not, why do you think this is?  Is it a parable that should have a higher profile in the church’s teaching, do you think?
2. How does this parable relate to: a. Someone labelled in the press as ‘evil’? 

b. Someone who has led a dissolute life but converts to Christianity in middle-age or

someone who responds to God for the first time right at the end of their life? 

c. Someone who has led a good life caring for others but has held atheistic views?

3. Explore the advantages and disadvantages of the parabolic form?  If, essentially, each parable is making just one point: what is the point being made here and what difference might it make to our lives?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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