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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 13 v 31 – 33, 44 – 52    
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

If you were asked to complete the sentence ‘The Kingdom of heaven is like...’ what would you say?  Think of as many things as you can.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Count how many parables there are in this chapter.  How many of them begin, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like....’  

· Make a list of the parables in the verses treated by this study.  Name them by the objects that are the images for the Kingdom of Heaven.

Taking each parable in turn:

v 31 – 32 
· The mustard seed is not the smallest seed known to us today, but it was the smallest one used in Palestine at the time.
· See what you can find out about mustard plants including the height to which they can grow.
· Do you think Jesus was thinking of Daniel chapter 4 verse 21 when he used this image?  You may also like to look up Revelation 11 v 15.
· What is the main point of this parable?

v 33 

· The image of yeast in the Bible usually has a negative connotation – see, for example, Mark 8 v 15.  

· What is the main point of this parable?

v 44 – 45
· It was common for people to hide treasure in the ground.  Why do you think this was?

· What is the main point of both these parables?

v 47 – 50 
· This parable seems to be making the same point as the Parable of the Weeds (v 24 – 30 and v 36 – 43).  Have a look at the similarities and differences.
· What is the main point?

And finally:

· How do you understand verses 51 – 52?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Is the ‘Kingdom of heaven’ the same thing as the ‘Kingdom of God’?  What do we know about it from chapter 13 of Matthew’s Gospel?  How relevant is the concept to us today? 
2. Read verses 34 – 35 (which get missed out of the lectionary).  Explore why you think Jesus used parables and whether we should make more use of this sort of oratory device today. 
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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