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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 14 v 13 – 21
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Share experiences of being in a really large crowd – frightening ones and exciting ones...
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Read from the beginning of the chapter to see what it was that had just happened.

· How would John’s execution have affected Jesus, do you think?

·  v 13 – 14  How do you react to the actions of the crowd?  What was it that drove the people to follow Jesus?

· What do you deduce from the fact that by late afternoon there are thousands of people still there – without having anything to eat?

· Compare verses 16 – 21 with the other gospel accounts (this is the only miracle that appears in all four gospels): Mark

· v 20 Jews carried a small wicker basket with them as part of their attire so the 12 baskets presumably were those belonging to the 12 disciples.  Why do you think the remains were picked up?  Were Jesus’ followers litter conscious or was it something to do with the Jewish attitude towards bread?

· v 21 Jewish women and children were not allowed to eat with the menfolk.  Is this why Matthew mentions them separately?  And why is Matthew the only gospel writer to specify that the 5000 are men only?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. If Jesus was grieving for his cousin, how distressing must it have been for him to be hounded by crowds?  Does this remind you of any contemporary ‘houndings’?  And yet Jesus was able to set his own feelings aside and minister to the needs of the people?  Should this be a model for ourselves, or are ordinary humans not capable of this sort of emotional detachment?

2. If you were preparing a sermon on the ‘Feeding of the five thousand’, what points of application could you make from the story?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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