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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 18 v 15 – 20
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Has anyone ever had to mediate in a dispute?  What are the skills needed in a mediator?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Chapter 18 is the fourth block of teaching in Matthew’s Gospel.  Have a look at the whole chapter and see what else it contains.

· v 15  A ‘brother’ here means a fellow-believer.  These were instructions for use within the Christian community. 

· v 17 There are only two references in the Gospels to the ‘church’ – here and in chapter 16 v 18.  Of course, this means the local congregation rather than a building.  See what you can find out about the origins of the word ‘church’ and how a church would have been meeting at the time Matthew was writing.

· Who would have been meant by a ‘pagan’?  What is Jesus essentially saying by referring to ‘a pagan or a tax collector’ (incidentally, this was a traditional Jewish expression)?  Who would be the equivalent people today?

· verse 18 is a repeat of chapter 16 v 19.  Commentators suggest that this is saying that the disciples will announce such loosing and binding, rather than determining it.  They will be implementing God’s will and God’s purposes in the church.

· Are verses 19 and 20 inextricably bound up with what has gone before?  Or can they be taken out of context as often happens?

· And finally (if you have time) – how much does this passage relate to the story that went before i.e. chapter 18 v 10 – 14?  Does one give a counterbalance to the other?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. What principles are established in verses 15 – 17?   What safeguards are there?  How can we apply these principles and safeguards today?  Or, is our situation too different to make a proper comparison?  And are we too soft in today’s Christian churches?  
2. Set Luke 5 v 29 – 31 alongside this passage.  How did Jesus generally view pagans and tax-collectors?  Does a wider context affect our understanding of the current text?  How much of it belongs to Jesus and how much to Matthew, do you think?
3. How would you interpret verses 19 – 20 for your situation(s)?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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