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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 18 v 21 – 35
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Think of stories, books or films where forgiveness, or the lack of it, provides the plot for the story.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look back at verses 15 – 20 and what has happened immediately preceding Peter’s question.  How do you think verse 21 follows on?  Or does it bear no relation?

· What do you think Peter thought he was saying by suggesting that he should forgive his (presumably Christian) brother 7 times?  Find out how many times the Jewish Rabbis thought that the same person should be forgiven.

· Find out about the number 7 in the Bible.  There is a fascinating and comprehensive analysis of the number and its use at www.biblestudy.org. Do a general search for ‘Meaning of numbers in the Bible’ and then choose the link for the website just mentioned. In summary, what is the significance of the number 7?

· So, how do you react to Jesus’ reply?  It can be translated as 77 times OR 70 x 7.  

In either case, what is Jesus saying?

· v 24  It is not clear how much a talent was worth, but this is obviously a lot of money that the man owes.  Perhaps an impossible amount to pay back?  

· There are various biblical references to the practice of selling people into slavery.  You may like to look up the story in 2 Kings 4 v 1 – 7.

· v 27  What words would you use to describe the actions of the master here?

· v 28  And the actions of the servant subsequently?  One hundred denarii would only have been the equivalent of a few pounds.  

· How do you react to the rest of the story?*

· v 35 Is the application of the story to ourselves: reassuring, scary, or just difficult?!

*Optional Exercise: In pairs, or two groups, write a letter from the distressed servants to their master describing what had happened.  Then share your results.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Share stories about forgiveness, or lack of it, in your own lives.  How hard is it to forgive people who a. have wronged you personally b. have committed terrible acts on other people c. are members of your own family? 

2. How hard is it for us to forgive ourselves?  And to allow Christ to forgive us?  What helpful things have people experienced in this regard?  
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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