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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 20 v 1 – 16
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

What are your pet hates or grumbles?  Go round the group.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look back at the preceding chapter to see what this passage follows.  At the end of this section of the study you might like to consider whether this parable is related to what has gone before.

· A denarius was the standard daily wage.  A Roman soldier received a denarius for a day’s work.  The 3rd hour was 9am.  So, think about how early the vineyard owner had gone out.  And when was the 6th, 9th and 11th hour?

· Put into your own words the point Jesus was making in this parable.

· Find other instances where Jesus talks about the first being last and the last first.  Why do you think this is so important to him?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Discuss whether the workers hired first were justified in their grumbling.  Do you sympathise with them?  Is it ok to grumble?!  What would Jesus say to us today about our pet hates and grumbles?
2. Think of other examples in the Bible where God is generous and not necessarily ‘fair’.  Do you sometimes find God’s generosity difficult?  Share experience and examples.  Then explore whether things being fair is always the ideal.

OR

What are the implications of this story for people becoming Christians?  Does it matter how early, or late, in life people embark on a relationship with Jesus?  

3. How should the ‘first and last’ sayings of Jesus affect us in our own lives?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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