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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 21 v 1 – 11   
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Have a brainstorm of anything you can think of to do with donkeys.  

[Maybe do this in pairs and see which pair comes up with the longest list!]
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look back at chapter 20 v 17 – 19 to see what was on Jesus’ mind.  Does anything particularly strike you about what he says?

· Look up a Bible map to find Bethphage – only mentioned here in the Bible.  However, the Jewish Talmud confirms that it was near Jerusalem.  The name means ‘house of figs’.  You may like to think of other NT place names that begin ‘Beth....’ It would be an interesting exercise (perhaps for later) to find out what these places ‘house’...

· Compare verses 2 – 7 with Mark 11 v 1 – 4, Luke 19 v 30 – 34 and John 12 v 12 – 15.  Which of the four accounts mention one donkey, which mention two donkeys and which tell us specifically that Jesus rode on a colt?

· v 5  The quote is from Zechariah 9 v 9 and was a well-known messianic text.

· v 8  Spreading cloaks underneath a person’s feet was a traditional act of paying homage to a King.  You may like to look up an example in 2 Kings 9 v 12 – 13.

· v 9  ‘Hosanna’ means ‘Save!’ which, through use, had become an expression of praise.  The second quotation here is from Psalm 118 v 6.  And what do you think is meant by ‘Hosanna in the highest’?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Think some more about donkeys.  They were an important symbol of wealth and an important person’s mount before riding horses became feasible and popular.  For three examples of wealth being evidenced in donkeys, see Judges 10 v 3 – 4, Judges 12 v 13 – 14 and 2 Samuel 16 v 1 – 2.  List the differences between a donkey and a horse.  What made Jesus choose a donkey on this occasion do you think and what can we learn from this?
2. Look again at the question posed in verse 10.  List all the possible answers people in the crowd might have given.  Then think of the answers you would give in our day and age.  [If your group know each other well, you might want to go round the group with each person answering the question for themselves – this might well lead into prayer]

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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