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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 21 v 23 – 32
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Have a brainstorm of all the different authorities you can think of that have an influence on our contemporary lives.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· These conversations took place on the Tuesday of Holy Week – often known as the Day of Controversy and Parables.  Scan the whole section (from 21 v 18 – 26 v 5) and see how many questions Jesus was asked on this day, and how many parables Jesus told.

· Look back at verse 12 to see what might have occasioned the question about authority.  Jesus had also been asked this question earlier in his ministry – look at John 2 v 18 – 22.  What did Jesus answer then?  

· How clever of Jesus was it to answer a question with a question?  What was he in effect doing?  

· The Parable of the two Sons only appears in Matthew.  Does it follow on from what has gone before, do you think?

· It may be obvious, but state for yourselves who was represented by each son.  What were their ‘words’ that Jesus is referring to, and what were their ‘actions’?

· Why do you think tax-collectors and prostitutes are often singled out by Jesus in opposition to the religious leaders?  

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. What do you think Jesus would have said if he had stated by whose authority he did things?  On what basis, and on whose authority, did Jesus overturn the money changers’ tables?  What authority, if any, does Jesus have today?

2. Would you rather someone said the right thing to you, or did the right thing?  Is it always true that actions speak louder than words?
3. Who are the equivalent of the tax-collectors and prostitutes today?  And who are the equivalent of the religious leaders?  Do you feel that you are saying and doing the right things to get into the Kingdom of God?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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