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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Sixth Sunday of Easter YEAR A
For use in connection with the readings for the sixth Sunday after Easter Day.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]
Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Hymn  StF 148  ‘Come, let us with our Lord arise’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Opening Prayer

Risen Lord, open our minds and our hearts to worship you as we come near to the end of this Easter Season. May we truly praise you, truly thank you, truly feel sorrow for our shortcomings, truly love you in the way that you deserve as you have first loved us.

Epistle Reading set for today: Acts 17 v 22 – 31 

To think about

You may like to read the alternative Reflection (on the Acts 17 passage) from the ‘Extra’ section of the TWE website (if you have access to this) either as an alternative to the Reflection below on the Gospel or as an additional item of worship OR think about how Paul approaches his missionary speech to the Gentile/Greek residents of Athens.  

Hymn  StF 186  ‘Tell out, my soul’ by Timothy Dudley-Smith (b 1926)

Gospel Reading set for today: John 14 v 15 – 21 

Reflection

Today’s Gospel reading carries on from last week in Jesus’ Farewell Discourse as recorded by John. This part of the speech is partly about loving Jesus, keeping his commandments and being loved by Jesus and his Father in return (see verses 15, 21) and partly about the Holy Spirit who will ‘abide’ with the disciples and be their ‘Advocate’. In modern usage, the word Advocate, means a person who speaks up for someone else. The Greek word in John’s Gospel is parakletos which means ‘to be called alongside’. From the sense of verses 16 – 20, we understand that the Holy Spirit is to be sent by God to bring Jesus within his disciples forever and to be an advocate, guide, helper, constant presence. There are seven words hidden away in these middle verses that, when we discover them, they become dynamite: in verse 19, ‘because I live, you also will live’. The disciples don’t yet know that Jesus is to die very soon (the next day) but, because he will be resurrected to life, they will be also brought to life. Because Jesus will live for ever, they will live for ever. 
Oh – and, of course, that means us as well!  Because Jesus lives, we live – more Easter joy!

Hymn  StF 372  ‘Come down, O love divine’ by Bianco da Siena (d. 1434) transl. Littledale (d. 1890)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world… for the church… for our community… for family & friends… for ourselves…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the sixth Sunday of Easter (Year A)

Life-giving God, who as Father, Son and Spirit, live with us and in us as Christian disciples: may we be constantly aware of your presence, open to all the resources that the Spirit gives, so that we may live to the full here on earth, and for evermore in heaven. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 398  ‘There’s a spirit in the air’ by Brian Wren (b 1936)

Final Words

Alleluia! Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Alleluia!

* Jacqui A Horton 2026
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