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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

‘Let God rise up…let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy’ Psalm 68 verses 1 & 3 (NRSVA)

Hymn StF 148 ‘Come, let us with our Lord arise’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Opening Prayer

Charles Wesley’s hymn that has just been read/sung is about the Lord’s Day (Sunday). Look at it again and summarise in one sentence what each of the four verses is saying, then use your sentences as a basis for prayer.

Alternative Old Testament Reading set for today: Isaiah 55 v 10 – 13  

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Hymn StF 487 ‘You shall go out with joy’ by Stuart Dauermann (b 1944) & Steffi Geiser Rubin

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 13 v 1 – 9, 18 – 23 

Reflection

One of the churches of which the writer was previously the minister was refurbished and reordered a few years ago.  Apart from the loss of the pews, and the gain of a smart new floor, the most striking innovation was a painted mural (by the artist Eddie Goodridge) stretching across one of the walls. The Norfolk scenes move through time and place to arrive at a representation of the church within which the mural is situated. At the beginning is a Sower of seeds out in a field. For the church-going viewer of the scene, the parable of the Sower is immediately brought to mind. But questions arise:  Is this merely a character from the past representing a bygone age? Or is seed being sown that will produce a yield like the church on the right? How much of the seed is falling on unsuitable ground and how much is falling on good soil? Without a mural to look at, we can still imagine the vivid scene that Jesus evokes. We can go back over the passage and imagine the seed falling on the different types of ground. We can also ask ourselves intellectual questions like ‘What is the proportion that falls on good soil – is it really only one quarter?’ and ‘Is it inevitable that not everyone responds to the good news of Jesus?’ For me today, I am struck by the thought of my own receptivity levels. Am I sometimes so lacking in understanding that I do not even take in what God is saying to me?  Am I sometimes easily put off by difficulties and tough times (or the thought of tough times) so that God’s purposes never have a chance to take root?  Am I sometimes choked by worry so that my fruitfulness is impaired?  How often am I the good soil that produces a harvest? If you would also like to think about these things and would like a visual image on which to reflect, there is an image of the Swaffham mural on the TWE website.

Hymn StF 504 ‘May the mind of Christ my Saviour’ by Katie Wilkinson (1859 – 1928)  

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 671 ‘What shall we offer our good Lord’ by August Gottlieb Spangenberg (1704 – 1792) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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