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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel for the twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
This is the second Sunday in Creation Time which runs from 1st September to 4th October. 
Today’s ‘Call to Worship’, and the first Hymn, reflect this season of the year.

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

You (God) are strong, and your mighty power put the mountains in place.  Psalm 65 v 6 (CEV)

Hymn StF 107 ‘I sing the almighty power of God’ by Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)

Opening Prayer

Praise God for God’s power; Thank God for creation; Say sorry for our part in creation spoilt. 

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Psalm set for today: Psalm 114 

To think about

Sum up this psalm in a couple of sentences as if you were explaining it to someone else.

Hymn StF 104  ‘God moves in a mysterious way’ by William Cowper (1731 – 1800)

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 18 v 21 – 35

Reflection  

Chapter 18 in Matthew’s Gospel is the fourth block of teaching that the author builds into his book. This section is all about relationships and, particularly, relationships in the church. Jesus is continuing to prepare his disciples for future living in Christian community. Last week’s passage dealt with what should happen if one member of the church sins against another member. This seems to make Peter wonder how many times he should forgive someone who keeps wronging him?  The Rabbis of the time suggested three times was a generous limit. Peter doubled this and added one – reaching the ideal number of seven built into the creation of the universe. He must have been pleased with himself!  As so often happens for Peter, he gets a shock when Jesus tells him the number should be 77 times (or 70 times 7 depending on how it is translated).  Jesus is really saying that you should forgive an unlimited number of times. Now, it seems to the writer that this is ok if minor annoyances, or personality characteristics that can’t be helped, are under discussion. But, what about huge wrongs committed against either ourselves or other people? And what about serious abuse (of any nature)?  Somehow, we must reconcile the command of Jesus to forgive (remembering also the ninth phrase of the Lord’s Prayer) with the fact that some things seem completely unforgiveable. My own approach to this, is to think that we cannot impose forgiveness on anyone else. Each person must work out for themselves that, apart from the biblical injunction to forgive, it can be very liberating to let someone go from your own anger and hurt. In cases of severe wrong or abuse, perhaps it can only be done by letting God’s forgiveness flow rather than our own. God seems to be able to forgive where we cannot, remembering that, incredibly, Jesus forgave his accusers and abusers on the cross…

Hymn StF 423 ‘Forgive our sins as we forgive’ by Rosamond Eleanor Herklots (1905 – 1987)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 424 God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name’ by Carol Owens (b 1931) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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