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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Fourth Sunday in Lent  YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the fourth Sunday in Lent.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Use either the 2nd song or the 3rd hymn, or both.

Lenten Call to Worship

‘When they were ready to perish you saved your disciples: we look to you to save and help us.’
(Traditional hymn and prayer of intercession) 

The first hymn and opening prayer mark Mothering Sunday:

Hymn  StF 102 ‘For the beauty of the earth’ by Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835 – 1917)

Opening Prayer 

Thank God for mothers, for parents, for grandparents, for all who engage in ‘mothering’. 
Then, pray for all those who find today difficult – for whatever reason. 

Hymn  StF 536  ‘He’s got the whole world’ African-American trad. Song, include ‘mothers & fathers’

Epistle set for today: Ephesians 5 v 8 – 14 

To think about

Think about what it means to live as ‘children of light.’

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Gospel Reading set for today: John 9 v 1 – 41 (you may like to restrict your reading to vv 1 – 12)

Hymn Use the hymn provided in the ‘Extra’ section of the TWE website: ‘A man in John’s Gospel’

Reflection

John’s Gospel is very different from the Synoptics (Matthew, Mark & Luke). It is profoundly theological whilst using poetry, image and metaphor to convey a cosmic message. The number seven (the ‘perfect’ number in Judaism) frames the first part of the book with seven signs, seven ‘I am’ sayings, seven significant encounters with individuals. Our story today has all three!  Today’s rich passage has three other stand out features: firstly, Jesus makes it clear that physical illness is not caused by sin; secondly, in v 25 the healed man says “I was blind, but now I see!” (John Newton famously uses this line in ‘Amazing Grace’); thirdly, in the climax of the story, the man professes a newly found faith in Jesus, “Lord, I believe” (v 38).  Add to this the fact that this is the only gospel encounter that fills the whole of a chapter, and we have a very special story indeed. For today – the (young?) man stood up to the authorities and risked banishment from the synagogue whilst his parents were much more cautious. Reflect on the differences. Are you spurred to action of any sort as a result?

Hymn  StF 440 ‘Amazing grace – how sweet the sound’ by John Newton (1725 – 1807) 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Lent

Powerful God, whose Son Jesus opened the eyes of the blind and announced himself as the Light of the world: help us to live as children of light; that we may eschew darkness and live open, honest and holy lives, made possible through a relationship with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 81 ‘Now thank we all our God’ by M. Rinkart (1586 – 1649) transl. by C. Winkworth (1827 – 1878)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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