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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Seventh Sunday of Easter YEAR A 
For use in connection with the seventh Sunday of Easter and Ascensiontide.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]
Call to Worship

Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds;
    rejoice before him—his name is the LORD.  Psalm 68 v 4

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Hymn  StF 300  ‘Hail the day that sees him rise’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Opening Prayer

The words of Philippians 2 v 6 – 11 are used in the Methodist Worship Book as ‘A Song of Christ’s Glory’ for the latter part of the Easter Season which includes Ascensiontide. Use these Bible verses as your opening prayer today. Perhaps pray your own short prayer of response afterwards.

Ascension Reading set for today: Acts 1 v 6 – 14 

Hymn  StF 247 ‘I danced in the morning’ by Sydney Carter (1915 – 2004)

Gospel Reading set for today: John 17 v 1 – 11 

To think about

This is the longest recorded prayer of Jesus in the New Testament. Count how many times the word ‘world’ is used in the whole prayer (v 1 – 26). What does this say to us?  

Reflection  (Quentin Stephen, May 2023)

Are you just curious or are you seeking classified information?  Jesus’ behaviour is sometimes mysterious. The disciples are told to remain in Jerusalem until they receive the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts1:4). They ask Jesus a direct question; “Lord are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” The response is rather terse, “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set ….” Yet, every time we say the Lord’s prayer, we ask for God’s kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven. If only this was to happen now our world could be transformed from one in which war, hatred, oppression, suffering and inequality are predominant, to one in which we love God and our neighbour. The key to unlocking the dilemma we face is revealed in John 17. Jesus prays for himself, then his disciples, and then we are included in verse 20 onward. Jesus knows how hard it is to resist temptation, threats, violence and persecution. This is why the disciples, and we too, need to have the Holy Spirit empowering us as we live our daily life for God. If we are to succeed as disciples of Jesus, we cannot manage it alone or in our own strength, we must rely on God. When we do, we can rejoice just as the psalmist suggests in Psalm 68:3,4.

Hymn  StF 391  ‘O breath of life, come sweeping through us’ by Elizabeth Head (1850 – 1936)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world… for the church… for our community… for family & friends… for ourselves…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the seventh Sunday of Easter (Year A)

Almighty God, you exalted your son Jesus bestowing on him the name above every name. As we remain in the world, as the friends for whom Jesus prayed remained, give us, like them, the assurance of his constant help, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 319  ‘Christ triumphant, ever reigning’ by Michael Saward (1932 – 2015)

Final Words

Alleluia! Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Alleluia!

* Jacqui A Horton 2026
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