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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

‘Love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God’ 1 John 4 v 7b 

[bookmark: _Hlk135806812]Hymn StF 103  ‘God is love, let heaven adore him’ by Timothy Rees (1874 – 1936)

Opening Prayer

Reflect on God’s love for the world, for others, for yourself, and respond in thanksgiving prayer.

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Psalm set for today: Psalm 139 v 1 – 12, 23 – 24 

To think about

Read this psalm again and, instead of ‘thinking’, do some ‘feeling’.  How do the words about your own personal creation, relationship with God, and purpose in life, make you feel?

Hymn StF 728  ‘O God, you search me and you know me’ by Bernadette Farrell (b 1957)

Prayer of Confession

Pray your confession as you reflect on God’s love for you and on your own limited love in return.

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 13 v 24 – 30, 36 – 43 

Reflection

Chapter 13 of Matthew’s Gospel (the second block of teaching in Matthew’s structure of five) contains one parable after another – seven in all.  The first two are extended ones and both in two parts, Jesus gives an explanation as well as the story. At first sight, this second parable based on the local agriculture does not seem to contain much of relevance to us – it certainly is not as exciting as the Parable of the Sower!  However, there are three truths to be found if one looks carefully, I think. Firstly, good and evil are spread abroad in the world together – there will always be a mix all around us. Secondly, it is very difficult (on first glance) to tell which is which, or to separate the two, so we should be very wary of judging others. Thirdly, God will put everything right at the end of all things – until then, we must trust him. A fourth thought occurs to me – which is not in the text. Like the Parable of the Sower where one can ask, ‘Am I sometimes the hard path, the rocky ground, the earth where thorns choke’, perhaps we should look at ourselves and ask, ‘How well can I be separated from the weeds?’ These are hard questions and so, this is probably one of those occasions, when we need another biblical text for balance. Returning to the lectionary for 2 weeks ago and to a different metaphor, Jesus says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11 v 29)

Hymn StF 531 ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ by Joseph Medlictott Scriven (1819 – 1886)  

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 123 ‘Come, you thankful people, come’ by Henry Alford (1810 – 1871) 
(Omit verse 3 if you are uncomfortable with it)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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