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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Fifth Sunday in Lent  YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the fifth Sunday in Lent.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]
Call to Worship

‘In the greatness of your mercy loose us from our chains: forgive the sins of all your people.’
(Traditional hymn and prayer of intercession) 

Hymn  StF 318 ‘Christ, our King before creation’ by Ivor H. Jones (1934 – 2016)
(Can be sung to tunes set to Stf 503 ‘Love divine, all loves excelling’ or 410 or any other 87 87 D tune.)

Opening Prayer 

Reflect on the phrase ‘Christ, our King before creation’ and pray a prayer in response.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 130  

[bookmark: _Hlk128460701][bookmark: _Hlk128420909]Hymn  StF 565 ‘Only be grace can we enter’ by Gerrit Gustafson OR 
StF 495 ‘Dear Lord and Father of mankind’ by John Greenleaf Whittier (1807 – 1892)

Old Testament Reading set for today: Ezekiel 37 v 1 – 14  

To think about

Think about what the valley of the dry bones meant for Israel, and what God was showing the prophet. Then think about what the story might mean for us in our society or, indeed, for you as an individual.

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Gospel Reading set for today: John 11 v 1 – 45 

Hymn  StF 252 ‘Jesus the Lord said’ by Anon (Urdu) translated by Carl Monahan (1906 – 1957)

Reflection

Today we have the fourth significant encounter recorded in John’s gospel, between Jesus and certain individuals, that mark the central weeks of Lent. Like last week, this passage also contains an ‘I am saying’ as well as being one of the seven ‘signs’ in the first part of the gospel. But these two sentences very much understate the case! For this is the last (and most startling?) sign and the final climactic saying (‘I am the Resurrection and the Life’). It is also, actually, a record of three encounters – Martha, Mary and then Lazarus – and, of course, there is the conversation with Thomas beforehand. Take time to think about each of the four characters just mentioned and then choose one of them to take into the day with you. Think about the situation in the story of that person and about their response to Jesus. What is your response to Jesus today?

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the Fifth Sunday in Lent

Relational God, who delayed a response to his friends after their call for help, in order that you might be glorified: may we truly know you as the Resurrection and the Life, and say confidently with Martha “Yes, Lord, I believe” as we see your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 345 ‘And can it be’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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