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For use in connection with the readings for Pentecost.  

Call to Worship

God declares: I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Hymn  StF 152  ‘This is the day (that the Lord has made)’ by Anonymous
(including an extra verse ‘This is the day that the Spirit came’)

Opening Prayer

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Reading set for Pentecost: Acts 2 v 1 – 17     

To think about

Imagine that you were in the crowd on the morning described. What do you see, hear and, most importantly, think about what is going on?  If you have access to the TWE website, perhaps read, or use, the monologue ‘The Spirit’s rollercoaster’ from the Extra section of the website.

Gospel Reading set for today: John 20 v 19 – 23 

Hymn  StF 378  ‘Father of everlasting grace’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Reflection

The Gospel reading is the author John’s version of Pentecost. Only it is very different from the Acts account.  It is only the evening of resurrection Sunday, the disciples were meeting behind locked doors, Jesus appears to them for the first time since his death (in the morning, it had only been the women) and he gives them the Holy Spirit directly by ‘breathing on them’. He then gives the strange message about forgiving sins. The best way of understanding the forgiveness issue is that, as and when the disciples would bring people to have faith in Jesus, they could declare to them that their sins were forgiven as forgiveness of sins is part and parcel of a relationship with Jesus. Equally, if someone rejected the good news about Jesus, then the disciples could tell them that they were declining full forgiveness. We ourselves, every time we say sorry to God, receive the full assurance of the forgiveness of all that is wrong in our lives and we know that we can start again. As to the coming of the Holy Spirit, what is more important than reconciling the accounts is to know that, as a result of both the Resurrection and Pentecost, we have the Spirit living in us. As we receive forgiveness, as we start again (again), so we open ourselves once more to the Spirit of Jesus and therefore continue to receive everything that the Holy Spirit brings and gives.

Hymn  StF 395  ‘Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me’ by Daniel Iverson (1890 – 1977)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our communities…  for our families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn  StF 397  ‘The Spirit lives to set us free’ by Damian Lundy (1944 – 1996)

Final Prayer and Blessing

God of power, may the boldness of your Spirit transform us, may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, and may the gifts of your Spirit equip us to serve and worship you now and always. Amen.*

And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with us, and all those we love and care for, now and for evermore. Amen.
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