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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Fourth Sunday of Easter YEAR A
For use in connection with the readings for the fourth Sunday after Easter Day.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]
Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Hymn  StF 295  ‘Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord’ by Donald Fishel (b 1950)

Opening Prayer

In this continuing Easter Season, say your own prayer of thanksgiving and confession.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 23  

Interesting note: most Bible passages appear only once in the three year lectionary. The 23rd Psalm appears at least 6 times including in each of the 3 years on the 4th Sunday of Easter (1st service). 

Hymn  StF 479  ‘The King of love my shepherd is’ by Henry Williams Baker (1821 – 1877) 

Gospel Reading set for today: John 10 v 1 – 10 

To think about

Both the psalm, and the gospel, are good passages for ‘lectio divina’.  Choose one, and read it through again, slowly.  Be aware of a word or phrase that ‘jumps out’ at you and that will become your word for today. Reflect on how the word or phrase or passage impacts your life now.  
Turn your thoughts into a short prayer. 

Hymn  StF 348  ‘He is Lord, he is Lord’ by Anonymous 

Reflection

The 4th Sunday of Easter each year is always about sheep and shepherds. The much loved 23rd Psalm is set alongside a part of the 10th chapter of John’s Gospel in each of the 3 years. In year A, it is the first 10 verses of chapter 10 that we read. Jesus uses two different images here: at first, he is the shepherd whose voice the sheep recognise, but then he becomes the ‘gate’ (‘door’ in the old King James version). Jesus doesn’t become the ‘Good’ Shepherd until verse 11 (after this year’s reading is over) so, for a moment, let us think about the image of the Gate. As I write the word, it seems a strange one – as words sometimes do when we think about them too closely! Perhaps it is more helpful to extend the word to ‘gateway’ because that is the sense of what Jesus is saying. Jesus is the gateway – the way in or out – to all that is sustaining, nourishing, healthy and good. For the sheep, and for us. Whether or not we find it helpful to think of ourselves as ovine animals, Jesus holds the key to meaningful and satisfying existence. I love the last line of today’s reading: Jesus says, ‘I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full’ (NIV). What does that life, that fullness, mean for you, for me, today?

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world… for the church… for our community… for family & friends… for ourselves…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the fourth Sunday of Easter (Year A)

Shepherding God, whose Son Jesus is the gateway to all that we need and desire: give us the grace and the courage to depend on you for all things so that, in so doing, we may receive fullness of life, this day, tomorrow, and always. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 494  ‘Come, thou fount of every blessing’ by Robert Robinson (1735 – 1790) 

Final Words

Alleluia! Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Alleluia!
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