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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

‘O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples’ Ps 105 v 1

[bookmark: _Hlk135806812]Hymn StF 87  ‘Praise to the living God’  Medieval Jewish Doxology transl. early C20th 

Opening Prayer

Pick out a line from each verse of the hymn and weave them into your own prayer of praise.

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Psalm set for today: Psalm 105 v 1 – 11, 45b 

Prayer of Confession

Say sorry to the God who has done so many ‘wonderful works’ for his people – and for you.

Hymn StF 132  ‘O God, our help in ages past’ by Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 13 v 31 – 33, 44 – 52 

To think about

Here is a treasure chest of parables, do these five have the same point (as each other), do you think?  

Chapter 13, and these seven small (and not so small) stories, form the turning point of Matthew’s Gospel. Before this point, disciples have been gathered, discipleship in the Kingdom has been explained, the disciples have been sent out to proclaim the good news of Jesus and the Kingdom, there has been reaction and response – some good (from the crowds), some hostile (from the religious leaders). After this point, it becomes clearer to the disciples who Jesus is and what his Messiahship is going to entail. This crucial, central chapter of parables is all about the nature and spread of the Kingdom of Heaven and what it demands to be part of the excitement.

Hymn StF 254  ‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God’ by Karen Lafferty (b 1948)

Reflection

When I was a child, I occasionally accompanied my father to services he was leading, and this included at a local residential care home.  I remember singing the hymn we used earlier – ‘O God, our help in ages past’ – and the feeling of the solidity and dependability of God that it fostered in me. When we come to the Gospel reading today, I get a very different sense of God working in Jesus. Here there is an adventurous desire for God’s kingdom, there is risk-taking, there is excitement and supreme joy. The two themes are, of course, not incompatible. It is because God is faithful and dependable, because he has had a history of ‘wonderful works’ (Psalm 105), that there is a solid base for the mission and work of Christian disciples – daringly carrying and spreading the good news of God’s kingdom. Not everyone will respond well – only a quarter in the parable of the Sower, and there will be a separation at the end time (parable of the Fish); but for those who do respond, there is the joy of the person who sells everything (i.e. complete sacrifice) to gain immense treasure. Which of these parables speaks to you today, and what is your response?

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 545 ‘Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart’ Irish, C8th transl. and versified early C20th 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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