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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel for the twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
This is the fourth Sunday in Creation Time which runs from 1st September to 4th October. 
Today’s first Hymn continues to reflect this season of the year.

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

Sing praises to God, sing praises…  Psalm 47 v 6 (NIV)

Hymn StF 117 ‘Sing praise to God who reigns above’ by Johann Schutz (1640 – 1690) & others

Opening Prayers

Use the 4th verse of the hymn as your prayer, taking time to think about the words.

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Old Testament Reading set for today: Exodus 17 v 1 – 7

Hymn StF 518 ‘Father, hear the prayer we offer’ by Love Maria Wills (1824 – 1908) 

Epistle set for today: Philippians 2 v 1 – 13  

To think about

If we all had ‘the same attitude as Christ Jesus’, what difference would it make to the world?  If your own attitude was like this, what difference would it make to your home?

Hymn StF 272 ‘From heaven you came, helpless babe’ by Graham Kendrick (b 1950) 

The Gospel for today comes after Jesus has ridden triumphantly into the city, disrupted the moneychangers and spent time in Bethany. After questions about his authority, Jesus tells the first of 3 parables that are all aimed critically at the Jewish religious leaders. After two stories, we read in v 45: “When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them.” The section from 21 v 23 to the end of chapter 22 consists of rigorous engagement with the elders, chief priests and Pharisees.

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 21 v 23 – 32

Reflection  (The late Rev Colin Garwood, September 2020)

The word “hybrid” is becoming common – not just plants and animals, but now new cars!  I, too, am a hybrid!  I am a United Reformed Church minister in membership with the Methodist Church!  The URC recognises an Order of Eldership, to which candidates are ordained for life.  In one of my churches, I had a member who was also our scoutmaster.  Having 
qualified and made the promises, he was ordained and inducted to his first term of service.  Within weeks he announced that this was not for him and he resigned from everything – church and all!  
It was just such a scene that Jesus painted in His Parable of the Two Sons and was not dissimilar from Moses’ experience at Massah when the Israelites, who had set out from Egypt with such enthusiasm, rebelled and yearned to turn back (Exodus 17 v 1 – 7). Paul was mindful of this when he begged the Philippians to have the attitude of Jesus. How do we score in the arena of promises?  Are we those who say “yes” and mean “No”?  When we’re “Coming, Lord!” are we going?  When we’re “Going, Lord!” are we coming?

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 317 ‘At the name of Jesus’ by Caroline Maria Noel (1817 – 1877)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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