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For use in connection with the readings for the sixth Sunday in Lent k/a ‘Palm Sunday’.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]
Call to Worship

‘Make yourself known as our saviour and mighty deliverer: save and help us that we may praise you.
(Traditional hymn and prayer of intercession) 

Hymn  StF 262 ‘All glory, laud and honour’ by St Theodulph (d 821) transl by John Neale (1818 – 1866)

Opening Prayer (Rev Rosemary Wakelin 2023, edited)

Gracious God, we remember how Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, the city was stirred, the ordinary people celebrated, palm branches were cut and cloaks laid on the ground. Help us to be open to welcome you and to share what you need from us as your people. We ask your forgiveness, for when we don’t recognise you coming in the ordinary things, and for the times when we are not ready or willing to do what you ask of us. Thank you that you still love us and help us to start again, Amen.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 118 v 1 – 2, 19 – 29

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Hymn  StF 263 ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ by Carl Tuttle (b 1953) 

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 21 v 1 – 11

To think about

Read the Gospel passage through again slowly and try to imagine that you are there in the crowd. Take in all the sights and sounds and note what you are thinking and feeling. Follow Jesus all the way to the entrance to the Temple. N.B. If you have access to the monologue ‘It was the best day of my life’, from the TWE website, you may like to use this for a childlike impression of the events.

Reflection

The triumphal entry into Jerusalem is recounted in all four gospels, but each in a different way. As usual, each writer brings their own emphases to bear on their account. Matthew (the Jew writing for Jews) wants the reader to recognise the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies (N.B. ch 21 v 5 is an amalgam of Isaiah 62 v 11a & Zechariah 9 v 9). He is the only writer to say that there are two donkeys – because he is keen to link with the OT verse. Interestingly, this gospel also emphasises ‘a very large crowd’ and the whole city being ‘in turmoil’; the people were recognising Jesus as the anointed Messiah with the kingly credentials ‘Son of David’ being assigned to him. If you have entered into the event, as suggested above, (and if you haven’t) what is your key takeaway from the experience?

Hymn  StF 264 ‘Make way, make way’ by Graham Kendrick (b 1950)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the Sixth Sunday in Lent (Palm Sunday)

Son of David and King of Kings, who was celebrated by the crowd on Palm Sunday and crucified with their consent only five days later: may we worship you in your humility, and strength; that we may know your power through our own weakness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 265 ‘Ride on, ride on in majesty!’ by Henry Hart Milman (1791 – 1868)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

* Jacqui A Horton 2026
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