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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

‘The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning…’  Lamentations 3 22 – 23a (NRVSA)

[bookmark: _Hlk135806812]Hymn StF 137  ‘New every morning is the love’ by John Keble (1792 – 1866)

Opening Prayer

Thank God for his steadfast love, his infinite mercies, the freshness of God’s gifts each morning.

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Psalm set for today: Psalm 145 v 8 – 9, 14 – 21 

To think about

You may like to read this psalm again – perhaps including the missing verses – but only using the first line of each verse couplet. What difference does this make?

Hymn StF 107  ‘I sing the almighty power of God’ by Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)

Prayer of Confession

God of almighty power, I/we am/are deeply sorry for the times I/we forget you.  Silence
I/we receive your forgiveness and know again your mercies that never come to an end. Amen.

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 14 v 13 – 21

Reflection

After the key chapter of parables in chapter 13 of Matthew’s Gospel (in which characteristics of the Kingdom of Heaven are presented simply and attractively), there is a change in purpose and tone in the book. Things become more serious and it becomes clearer that Jesus qualifies as the long-awaited Messiah. This new stage is ushered in with the sombre news of the death of John the Baptist (verses 1 – 12).  Jesus is obviously affected emotionally by the death of his cousin, and he needs time to reflect. He crosses the lake to escape from the crowds but, by now, he has built up a large fan following, and they follow him on foot. The stage is set for the most well-known miracle of Jesus (and the only one in all four gospels), the ‘Feeding of the Five Thousand.’ Jesus takes a small meal and transforms it into food for a multitude; this is reminiscent of the Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast in chapter 13. But, more than this, it is making a big statement, Jesus is setting out his Messianic claims. God fed the Israelites in the desert with manna; it was believed that the Messiah would also provide bread in the desert.  In John’s gospel, this miracle is said to persuade people that Jesus is the one they have been waiting for and they want to make him King. John the Baptist’s death is making way for the Messiah to be recognised and acclaimed.

Hymn StF 706 ‘Longing for Light’ by Bernadette Farrell (b 1957) OR StF 252 ‘Jesus the Lord said’ by Anon

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 365 ‘Jesu, the joy of loving hearts’ by Ray Palmer (1808 – 1887) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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