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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel for the twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
This is the first Sunday in Creation Time which runs from 1st September to 4th October. 
Today’s ‘Call to Worship’, and the first Hymn, reflect this season of the year.

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

For in (Jesus) all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. Colossians 1 v 16 

[bookmark: _Hlk135806812]Hymn StF 28  ‘Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it’ by David John Mansell (b 1936)

Opening Prayer

Take a moment to think of all the good things – and then the not-so-good – that have happened this calendar year so far and turn them into a prayer of thanksgiving and confession. 

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Old Testament set for today: Exodus 12 v 1 – 14 

To think about

If you can set aside the questions that naturally arise concerning what this passage says about God getting rid of first-born people and animals, think about what was asked of the Israelite people.  Look particularly at verse 11 – what message do you think this gave the Israelites?

Hymn StF 476  ‘One more step along the world I go’ by Sydney Carter (1792 – 1866)

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 18 v 15 – 20

Reflection  (Rev Anne Richardson, September 2020 during the covid pandemic)

For many, if not all of us, the start of September usually means getting back to the normal routine along with new starts for some. After the August break, schools, colleges, universities, church meetings, regular groups – they all start again – and for the young ones, it’s time to meet new teachers and maybe start new schools. Reading through the lectionary readings set for today, there is a sense of urgency. The Israelites dressed, ready for the exodus from Egypt, eating their lamb and unleavened bread; the need to (gently?) confront your brother who sins against you; and a clear call to be ready, that we normally associate with the beginning of Advent: “The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now that when we first believed... let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light.” (Romans 13:11b-12).  Alongside Covid-19, there is another pandemic of apathy and complacency that always threatens to infect the Church. We are the body of Christ, called from darkness into his marvellous light. We have the same power in us as raised Christ from the dead. Where is our sense of urgency within our faith? What is God calling you to do? As churches, what is our mission for today? Methodists are a people raised up to spread ‘Scriptural Holiness’ throughout the land, so let’s embrace our heritage and go forward together, in Jesus’s name. Amen.

Hymn StF 415 ‘The Church of Christ, in every age’ by Fred Pratt Green (1903 – 2000) 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 682 ‘God of grace and God of glory’ by Henry Emerson Fosdick (1878 – 1969) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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